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A Fresh Word 
PASTOR’S 

CORNER 

Dear Friends: 

   Psalm 16:11 states, “You will 
show me the path of life; in Your 
presence is fullness of joy; at 
Your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore.”  
   How often have you left a 
worship service so full that you 
could actually feel God’s 

presence both in and around you, 
and something in the service 
touched you in a special way.  
However, within minutes of 
driving away -- you find yourself 
losing it.  Why is that?  
   It starts with the simple fact that 
in God's presence (a personal, 
intimate relationship with Him 
established by the confession of 
Jesus Christ as your LORD and 
Savior), we find the source of 
every good, righteous, and 
positive attitude and act.  
   You see, the work of Jesus 
Christ on Calvary gives us access 
to God. Prayer brings us nearer 
so He can give those positive 
things, and allows us to receive 
them. 

Continued on Page 2 

SIS. CLARA SPANN 
   “Acts in Action” should have been the theme 
for the Spring Break Camp during March 15-19, 
2010. 
   It was truly an example of the church working 
together to meet the needs of its people. The 
camp provided a safe, fun, Christian 
environment for parents to leave their kids for 
Spring Break so they could continue their normal 
workday. 
   The camp was divided into three groups:  
Clara Spann taught age 6; Connie Tobias 
taught ages 8-10; and Crystal Murray taught 
ages 11-13.  Each group was assigned a 
teenage assistant. Isiah Murray, Randy 
Wallace, Erica Blue and Sydney Henley did an 
excellent job.  
   We started our day with a “Family Meeting” to 
discuss the day’s events, get ideas and 
feedback, and make sure that we all started with 

APRIL IS…. 
FELLOWSHIP MONTH! 

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE 

SERVED FOLLOWING 6 P.M. 

BIBLE STUDY EACH 

WEDNESDAY. IF YOU WANT 

TO HELP PREPARE AND SERVE 

MEALS, PLEASE SIGN THE 

SHEET IN THE LOBBY.  

‘IT’S AWESOME HERE!’ 

Spring Break Camp 

Fresh Start held its first Spring Break Camp in March. The camp was free for children ages 
5-13 who attend the church. The campers and teen assistants are pictured here on a field 
trip to the Smith Robertson Museum & Cultural Center in Jackson. (More photos on back) 

a positive attitude. Then the classes separated 
to begin group work. 
   I had a class of seven children. Our day was 
packed with various activities, such as reading 
and acting out Bible stories, making crafts, 
singing songs, watching movies (the class 
favorite was Daddy Day Camp), eating, playing 
games and taking a walk. We worked on 
enrichment in the areas of math, phonics and 
especially reading comprehension.   
   I asked the class what they thought of the 
camp and Kamari Roby said, “It’s awesome 
here!”  Zion Culbreath said, “I like it because 
you get to watch movies, do work and take a 
nap.” 
   The kids really got along well with one another 
and I believe that it was a great experience for 
all. I think I will remember the laughter. I love to 
hear children laugh, because you know they are 
genuinely happy. 
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to impress someone?” If you put your credit purchase through this test, 
you may learn something about yourself and your use of money.  

   Does this loan make sense? A student loan for school will pass the 
test. However, remember your total student loan debt for the period 
you are in school should not exceed the expected first year salary of 
the profession you plan to enter.  A loan to take a major vacation will 
not. Borrowing to buy reliable decent transportation will pass. 
Borrowing to buy that expensive sports car to get you through midlife 
crisis won't. Borrowing to put a decent roof over your heads will pass. 

However, purchasing a 5,000-square-foot home when a 2,500 one will 
do simply to impress won’t pass muster.  

   Bottom line: There are times when it makes sense to take out a loan.  
For years, we have borrowed to buy a home. Why? Because, in the 
past this was an asset that would appreciate in value! Truth be told, a 
lot of us would not be where we are if we hadn’t gotten student loans 
for college. We can't get to work without reliable transportation. Only 
you and God know if the loan you’re about to make makes sense. If 
not, time will tell!!          

In addition to being a Certified Public Accountant who has been 
designated by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants as 

being Certified in Financial Forensics, Pastor Henley also is an 
Attorney-at-Law and Bankruptcy Trustee who works with individuals 
suffering the effects of excess debt.  

FINANCIAL TIPS 
PASTOR JAMES L. HENLEY, JR. 

   Debt isn't a sin. However, debt is dangerous and is one of the 
enemy’s most potent weapons to destroy our fellowship with God. So 
how do you know when to take out a loan? Here are a few questions 
to consider the next time you are considering borrow money. 

  Am I seeking this loan because of a lack of financial discipline? 
As we both know, a lot of us have no discipline when it comes to 
money. In fact, one of the reasons our economy is in crisis is because 
of poor personal financial management. Too many people were 
spending 120% of their income every month believing manna from 

heaven would come and negate their poor choices. As a result, every 
month they sink deeper in debt due to no discipline over their money. 
What about it? Is the purchase you’re about to make using debt really 
a lack of discipline? 

   Am I using debt because of a lack of contentment? Ask yourself, 
“Am I about to create debt to cover a spiritual illness?” Today, many 
people are restless. A deep void exists in their souls that they cannot 
satisfy. They believe, “If I get another toy, I’ll satisfy my spirit.” They 
are wrong. How about you? Are you using credit as a cheap answer to 
address your unhappiness?  

   Am I using debt as a way to appear more significant? Everyone 

wants to be noticed. Ask yourself, “Am I borrowing for this house or 
buying that car because of a legitimate need  -- or am I really doing it  

SCENES FROM SPRING BREAK CAMP  



 

GOD’S LOVE 
   It is my belief that love is the most powerful force in the world. Love has the embodiment of comfort, 

encouragement and sustenance. If the world could fathom that by accepting God’s love all things are possible 
and obtainable, there is nothing that couldn’t be accomplished. 
   Love has the uncanny ability of taking you to heights almost unimaginable, yet this awesome power seems to 
elude us.  Is it because love has been disguised and commercialized so that we really don’t know how to 
receive, or how to give and experience love? 
   The world’s emaciated version of love has left people believing true love couldn’t possibly exist; therefore, they 
are always worried about losing the love of another person. The world tends to view love as sexual in nature; 
therefore, the love is evanescent. We make vows of commitment and say I will never leave you or forsake 
you. This commitment should be based upon love but when love loses its excitement, where does the love go?  
When we look for love, where do we look?  
   The Bible says love is of God (I John 4:7) and that there is nothing that can separate us from the love of God, 
for those of us that are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:37-39). Wow, that is so comforting and fulfilling! That is why 
the scripture says we are more than conquerors. Experiencing and knowing that kind of love is what God wants 
each Christian to emulate -- an expression that radiates to the world: neither my situation nor circumstance can change the fact that we Christians 
are loved. When we truly experience God’s love, it will be evident to the world. After all, isn’t that what we want?   
 

 

 

 

   When we first arrived at the church, I didn’t know what to expect, and 
I was actually kind of shy to jump in and sing along to the music. After 
a while, I started to become more comfortable and began to praise and 
worship along with everybody else. 
   While I was there, I also experienced and learned a lot of great 
things. One thing that I learned was that God wants all of you. By that I 
mean that God doesn’t want just part of you to be committed to Him. 
When you give yourself over to God, He wants all of you to be fully 
devoted and committed to Him. 
   I really enjoyed the experience. I felt like it helped me open up to 
God more and made me realize that He wants to be a part of my life. I 
made new friends, met new people, and became closer to God on this 
journey.  
   I hope to do something like this again and maybe next time share my 
experience and encourage more young people to come. Thank you, 
Fresh Start Christian Church, so much for this wonderful opportunity!! 
 

BELONGING TO THE WAY 
EVANGELIST DELOIS BELL 
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DISCIPLE NOW 
SIS. NADJAH MCLAURIN 

   On January 29-30, 2010, I along 
with some fellow youth church 
members attended the Disciple 
Now program at Wynndale Baptist 
Church in Terry, Miss. 
   I really enjoyed the opportunity 
to participate in the program. I was 
really impressed by the pastor, 
performances, and the great 

amount of people who were there. 
   The pastor, who was from New 
York, really made the sermons fun 

and interesting. He related the lessons to real stories from his life. The 
performances from Britt Nicole, a singer, and from an illusionist were 
also very interesting and fun to watch. While Britt Nicole sung her 
songs of praise, I couldn’t help but to sing and dance myself. 
         
    

MAKING CHRIST VISIBLE 
 

That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that    
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. (Romans 10:9 NIV) 



 

Melvin Cassel was baptized at Fresh Start Christian 
Church on January 24, 2010. He is pictured with his wife, 
Regena Cassel, who joined the church at the end of 
2009. 
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Worship Center and Annex 

5210 Manhattan Road 
P.O. Box 31473, Jackson, MS 39286 

Phone: 601-362-1818      Fax: 601-362-1716 
requests@freshstartchristian.org 

www.freshstartchristian.org 
 

Worship Services 
Sundays, 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

3rd Sundays, 5 p.m. 
Prayer Service 

1st Mondays, 6 p.m. 
 

Aerobics 
Tuesdays, 6-7 p.m. 

Thursdays, 7:30-8:30 p.m. 
LIGHTS (Ladies Illustrating Grace, 

Hope, Truth & Strength) 
To be announced/call church 

 
Bible Study 

Wednesdays, 6-7 p.m. 
4th Fridays, 6-7 p.m. 

Praise Team Practice 
Thursdays, 6:15-7:15 p.m. 

 
Couples Ministry 

To be announced/call church 
Singles Ministry 

To be announced/call church 
 

Parent(s) Night Out 
3rd Fridays, 6-8:30 p.m. (ages 5-13) 

Teen Night 
4th Fridays, 6-8:30 p.m. 

(ages 13-18, MUST arrive by 6:10 p.m.) 
 

M.A.D.E. Men 
(Making A Difference Everyday) 

1st Saturdays, 7 a.m. 
Self-Defense 

Saturdays, 8:30 a.m. 
 

Children’s Choir Practice 
Saturdays, 10 a.m. 

Girl Scouts 
2nd and 4th Saturdays, 11 a.m. (annex) 

Angel Food Ministries 
(Order online at 

www.angelfoodministries.com, or call the 
church to order and for pickup info) 

A Fresh Word 
March, June, September, December 
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BAPTISM Fresh Start Christian Church 
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   Think about it this way, we have all 
probably been in the close presence of a 
person with a positive, upbeat attitude, who 
exudes enthusiasm, zeal, confidence, gentle 
humor, a get-up-and-go mentality and 
determination. 
   Similarly, we also have been around 
someone who bears a sour attitude about 
life, reeks of anger, shudders in fear, 
exemplifies laziness, or whines about their 
"victimization" at the hands of everybody. 
   What happens to our attitude in either 
situation? Unless we resist, we tend to 
respond to the power of the other's attitude. 
A literal, spiritual transference of attitude 
takes place. 
   However, when removed from those 

individuals, what happens? They and their 
attitudes do not affect us. 

Why? Because we are not close enough to 
be affected.    
   It is the spirit of these people pouring out 
that influences our spirit. Thus, because 
Satan’s spirit saturates our atmosphere, we 
see sin that results in negativity. Yet this can 

be easily countered. How? By prayer to God 
through Jesus Christ, which brings us into 
the very presence of the most positive, 
joyful, powerful attitude to ever exist. 
   God desperately wants us to have the 
qualities of His Spirit. Being in His presence 
is one way He accomplishes this transfer. 
This is why people can leave worship (God's 
presence in prayer) and feel peace, joy and 
confidence. However, in order for this to be 
constant in our lives, we must worship God 
daily and allow His Spirit to move in our 
daily lives. 
 

Rev. James L. Henley, Jr. 

FAMILY FOCUS 
SIS. HALEY BARBER AND SIS. MONICA WILLIAMS 

   Keyshia Sanders became a part of 
the Fresh Start family in February. 
   She is from Denver, Colorado, where 
she attended Antioch Baptist Church. 
   She came to Jackson in September 
2008 to work for the Obama campaign. 
She relocated here in early 2009. 
   She works for the City of Jackson as 
an AmeriCorps program coordinator. 
   She likes the church because of the 
sense of family and the teaching of the 
preacher. It also reminds her of home. 

   Ruth Davis joined the Fresh Start 
family in February.  
   She likes the church because of the 
spirit, the friendliness, the hospitality 
and the way the pastor reaches out. 
She joined because of the closeness 

and the need to be in an environment 
where she feels welcome. 
   She works in human services and has 
five children, four grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren. Her hobbies 
include reading, sewing and gardening. 




