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A Fresh Word 
PASTOR 

HENLEY’S 

CORNER 

Dear God, 
 
   How can I explain just how 
awesome You are to those who 
may read this letter? How can I 
explain a love like Yours to 
people who often measure love 
by feelings alone? How can I 
explain the peace that comes 
when You dwell inside despite 
whatever the situation may be? 
How can I explain that even when 
I am alone, I am never alone 
because You never leave or 
forsake me? How can I explain 
the need for ongoing fellowship 
with other family members? How 
can I explain all of the things You 
have done since coming into my 
life? How can I express in words 
how You showed up and simply 
stopped me when I was about to 
make the biggest mistake in my 
life? How can I explain that Your 
unseen hand simply did not allow 
me to physically move forward at 
that point? 
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WORSHIP SERVICES 
9:30 A.M. & 11 A.M. 

 

PRAYER SERVICE 
6 P.M. MONDAYS 

 
BIBLE STUDY 

6 P.M. WEDNESDAYS 

STAYING COMMITTED TO YOUR SPOUSE 

Strengthen Your Marriage 

Ministry. What an awesome God we serve! 
   For 2013, we want to really have a strong focus on 
marriages at Fresh Start. The enemy is seeking to 
destroy marriages so that everything that is 
connected to us will be hindered; however, the Lord 
wants us to have healthy, strong marriages that are 
full of life.  

   John 10:10 says, “The thief comes only to steal and 
kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, 
and have it to the full.” Marriages are supposed to 
serve as an example of how Christ loves the Church.  
  What does your marriage look like? Do you seek to 
glorify God or please yourselves? Are you committed 
to your spouse? Are you forgiving? Are you 
kindhearted and loving? Could other couples pattern 
their marriages after yours? 
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BRO. TARANCE & SIS. CLARA SPANN 

 

   About 2007, a young man who normally visited our 
neighbors approached us in front of our house one 
day. He said that he had something to tell us.  
   He began, ”I know that I don’t live the way that I 
should, but God told me to talk to you.” We invited 

him in. He prophesied that God was going to give us 
a new house, a new car and a ministry. He said that 
we would work side by side in a marriage ministry. 
   Now we could receive the new house and new car, 
but a marriage ministry was a stretch, because we 
had contemplated divorce on numerous occasions.    
   Since that time, the Lord has blessed us with a new 
house, a new car and 19 years of marriage.  During 
the business meeting in December 2011, we 
volunteered to begin working with the Couples  
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Fresh Start Christian Church 
IN MEMORIAM: 1942-2012 

   Sis. Freddie “Francis” Black Roundtree 
passed away on Nov. 23, 2012, at St. Dominic 
Hospital surrounded by her loving family.  
 
  Her celebration of life was held at Fresh Start 
Christian Church on Dec. 1, 2012. Friends and 
family remembered her for her phenomenal 
cooking and warm bear hugs. 

PASTOR HENLEY’S CORNER 
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   How can I explain that in the midst of my 
worst pain, You gave me gain? How can I 
explain the ongoing change that occurs from 
the inside out as I learn to trust You more and 
more? How can I explain the freedom I have 
gained simply because I chose to trust in 
You? How can I explain the strengthening I 
receive in our quiet times alone? How can I 
explain the ongoing communication 
throughout each day? I just don’t know. 
   What I do know is that when I was in debt – 
You showed me the way out. When I was 
alone on mile 20 of the marathon and ready to 
quit – You sent a little old lady named Jerri 
with a banana and water to encourage me to 
keep going. 
   When I was ready to give up Fresh Start, 
walking around a track at 5 o’clock on a 

Sunday morning alone in 2005 – You sent a 
woman in a van who said You told her get up 
and write a note with specific instructions to 
give it to the man on the track. You told me in 
that note (of which a copy sits on the 
communion table at church) that You would 
complete the work You had begun within me.  
   When I simply do what You say, even 
though I can’t see it, You always make a way.  
   When my car spun out of control on 
Lakeland Drive at 8 o’clock one morning, all 
the other traffic disappeared until I was done  
    

spinning around as You protected me. 
   When I flipped over on a riding lawn mower 
into a bed of rocks, You simply pushed the 
mower back and didn’t allow me to get 
injured. When a pebble hit my femoral artery 
on my right thigh (once again while cutting 
grass), You kept me calm even as the blood 

flowed out.  
   You had Sis. Connie Tobias waiting to help 
bandage me and make a tourniquet to slow 
the blood flow. You even had an extra pair of 
warm-up bottoms available to replace my 
blood-soaked jeans. You enabled me to drive 
to the hospital and within 30 minutes be on an 
operating table.  
   The list goes on and on. I suppose that’s 
why as 2013 comes around, I know that You, 
God, are faithful.  
   Thank You for all You have done, all You 
are doing, and all You will do in 2013 and 
beyond. Thank You for loving me enough to 
come to this earth and pay the price for my 
redemption on Calvary. Thank You for Your 
indwelling in my soul.  Most of all, thank You 
for being who You are – My Lord and Savior.  
 
Love, 
 
 

Pastor James L. Henley, Jr. 
 
Your Servant 

 

STRENGTHEN YOUR MARRIAGE 
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   In 2013, let us agree to be on one accord in our 
marriages.  Amos 3:3 says, “Do two walk together unless 
they have agreed to do so?”  We will see that when 
marriages are strengthened, our entire Fresh Start family 
will benefit. I Corinthians 12:20 says, “But now are they 
many members, yet but one body.”  Also, let us purpose in 
our hearts to invite Christ into our marriages to lead and 
direct us daily. In Ecclesiastes 4:12, we see that “Though 
one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A 
cord of three strands is not quickly broken.”   

The   GGG OOO LLL DDD  strand  
represents God  
and His majesty. 

 
The PPP UUU RRR PPP LLL EEE    strand  
represents the groom 

 and his life. 
 

The WWW HHH IIITTT EEE  strand  
represents the bride  

and her life. 



 

ACCEPTING GOD’S CALL FOR MISSION WORK 
BRO. WESLEY POPE 

   
 

   In Ecclesiastes Chapter 3, King Solomon, the wisest man who ever lived, brilliantly wrote, “There is time for 
everything, and a season for every activity under heaven.” Since August of 2009, God called me to a season 
of being on staff at Fresh Start as one of the youth ministers. The experience has been such a privilege and a 
blessing from God for me, and I pray that God has used me to draw each child closer to Him. In the last 
several months, God has given me the realization that He has a new season in store for both Fresh Start and 
me.  

   Since the summer of 2005, I have volunteered with a mission organization called Child Evangelism 
Fellowship, also known as CEF. CEF aims to bring God’s Word to every child who normally has no way of 
hearing the Good News of Jesus Christ. God recently led me to take a staff position with CEF, and I have 
known for years that mission work is God’s long-term plan for my life. After much praying, God has revealed 
to me that He desires for me to step down from the staff position at Fresh Start to give more time and focus to 
the unreached children of the Greater Jackson Area. Starting in January 2013, I will be spending Wednesday 

nights recruiting teenagers and college students to partner with CEF as summer missionaries in the local area.  

   Even though I will not be a regular teacher for the children of Fresh Start, God has not called me to attend another church. One thing that I have 
always loved about Fresh Start is that even though I am different in some ways than the majority of members, I am a welcomed and loved 
member of the family of God here. I will continue to grow at Fresh Start as a child of God, and I will continue to volunteer in Fresh Start’s 
ministries, because it is my privilege and responsibility as a member of this precious family. May God bless us as we further His Kingdom for His 
Glory in this community! 
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   Last verbal communication 
(because by now we are no 
longer speaking to each other.): 
"Just put the thing together! It 
doesn’t have to be perfect. They 
won’t notice anyway."  
 
   The children awakened on 
Christmas morning to a "family" 
gift that was standing but not 
really functional. 
 
   In those days, we had not 
learned that we cannot successfully reach any goal for our family if 
either of us allows the other to go it alone. When we choose to do 
what is individually advantageous, the family suffers. The Bible 
teaches us to bear with one another in love, which sometimes 
includes foregoing our individual comfort.  
 
   As we prepare to celebrate our Savior’s birth, it is my prayer that 
we all choose to emulate His example and give the priceless gift of 
love. For, "Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love 
does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails. . . 
." (1 Corinthians 13: 4 - 8) 
 
   Even when you and your spouse are putting together a game table. 

LESSONS LEARNED FROM THE GHOSTS OF CHRISTMAS EVE PAST 
FIRST LADY VIVIAN HENLEY  

   One year someone had the bright idea of buying a multi-game 
game table off the home shopping channel as a "family" gift for 
everyone. The table included board games like checkers, chess and 
backgammon. With the reversible top attached, it also offered table 
tennis, foosball, pool and hockey. This was probably the only year we 
bought anything before the week of Christmas.  
 
   As the huge box leaned against the foyer hall for several weeks, 
the children seemed to be oblivious to its existence. With the big gift 
that we thought everyone was sure to love securely under wraps, 
James and I headed into Christmas Eve feeling pretty good that we 
had the perfect "family" gift for our children. 
 
   After everyone was in bed, we began our parental duty of 
assembling the table. The night went something like this:  
 

   Vivian to James. "This stuff is too heavy for me." (translation: I don’t 
feel like carrying this big box). If you’ll bring everything into the den, 
I’ll get us something to drink and a snack."  
   James to Vivian. "Don’t worry about reading the instructions. We 
will finish faster if we just get started. I’m sure we can figure it out." 
   Vivian to James. "You’re the one who just wanted to figure it out. 
You tell me what’s next!"  
   James to Vivian. "You figure out where all these bolts, screws and 
knobs go and I’ll go find a screwdriver."  
 
   And so it went until early Christmas morning. We continually shifted 
blame and stress and didn’t make any real progress on the game 
table.  



 

 

. 

 

MAKING CHRIST VISIBLE 

That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be saved. (Romans 10:9 NIV) 

Fresh Start Christian Church Making Christ Visible 

 
CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICE 

7 A.M. TUESDAY, DEC. 25, 2012 

 
WATCH NIGHT SERVICE 

10 P.M. MONDAY, DEC. 31, 2012 

 

STRAIGHT THROUGH THE BIBLE 
12:15 A.M. TUESDAY, JAN. 1, 2013 

8TH
 ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND, GIRL SCOUTS, COUPLES MINISTRY, CHRISTMAS 

FRESH START FAMILY IN ACTION 
(1) Bro. Chikeim Smart and (2) Mother Ruth Davis display their talents on Friends & Family Night on Nov. 3, 2012.  

(3) Sis. Zion Culbreath and Bro. Melchezidek Culbreath enjoy balloon art at the Health Fair on Nov 3, 2012. (4) The Fresh Start Girl Scouts serve 
Thanksgiving dinner on Nov. 17, 2012. (5) Bro. Eric and Sis. Carla Coakley, (6) Bro. Will and Sis. Debra Jones, (7) Bro. Eugene and Sis. Helena 

Miller, and (8) Sis. Stella and Bro. John Walker fellowship at the Couples Ministry gathering at Golden Corral restaurant in Flowood, Miss.,         
on Dec. 15, 2012. (9) Children sing and recite Bible verses at the annual Christmas program on Dec. 19, 2012. 

Visit the Photo Gallery at www.freshstartchristian.com to see more pictures. 
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