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A Fresh Word
PASTOR’S

CORNER

Dear Friends: 

   Sometimes starting over or 
digging yourself out a mess 
seems impossible. You want a 
Fresh Start but you just don't see 
how. You have tried over and 
over, but you always seem to fall 
down. Is there really a different 

way?
The answer is YES! First and 

foremost, you need to 
acknowledge the effects of the 
past but not let it control you now.

If you dwell in the past, you
most likely will continue to fail in 
the present. If you understand the 
past, put it behind you and live in 
the present, you can see what 
needs to be done to move 
forward. 

Who in their right mind would 
drive a car and only look in the 
rearview mirror while trying to go 
forward? It is certain that if you 
keep driving forward in life with 
your eyes focused on the 
rearview mirror, you will end up in 
another mess. And it will be as a 
direct result of your own actions.

Continued on Page 2 

SUNDAY
WORSHIP SERVICES

9:30 A.M. & 11 A.M.

WEDNESDAY 
BIBLE STUDY

6 -7 P.M.

WHO, WHAT, WHY, WHEN, WHERE & HOW?

Fresh Start Revealed

they are empowered via instruction from 6:10 p.m.
until 7 p.m. prior to being physically fed and playing 
games. Third Friday and Fourth Friday both run from 
6 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.
   We also have various ministries for the adults. A
complete list of those can be found at 
www.freshstartchristian.com.

Why Fresh Start Christian Church? 
Because we are a caring group of people who

really want to show you the love of Christ, not only 
will we pray with you, but we also will reach out to 
help you grow. The Word of God is taught in a 
manner understandable to all. Our Bible Study is 
interactive. We don't care what you wear; we simply 
want you there. We are a family and we have a spot 
for you.

When is Fresh Start Christian Church open?
We are open a lot. Our primary worship service 

times are each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. and 11 

a.m. Bible Study is each Wednesday from 6 to 7 p.m. 
Aerobics is each Tuesday and Thursday at 6 p.m. 
The calendar on the website provides a more 

Continued on Page 2

Who is Fresh Start Christian Church?
She is a nondenominational church where Jesus 

Christ is our Lord and Savior. Her aim in life is to 
empower each person who walks through her doors 
to know Jesus Christ via an ongoing personal 
relationship. She believes that through the 
development of that relationship, you will be enabled 
and empowered to live a life more abundantly than 
you ever imagined.

What is Fresh Start Christian Church?
She is a group of committed Christians who are 

unashamed of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. She 
understands her directive to reach out in love to both 
those inside and outside of her family. She does this 
via various ministries that are open to all. Most are 
listed on page 2 of this newsletter; however, here are 
a few.

Third Friday, or Parent's Night Out, is held the 
third Friday of each month for children ages 5-13. 
They are fed both spiritually and physically. They 
play board games and basketball. At 7 p.m., they are 

given the gospel.
Fourth Friday is for teens ages 13-18. They must 

arrive before 6:10 p.m. to get in. Why? Because
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www.freshstartchristian.com

Worship Services
Sundays, 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.

3rd Sundays, 5 p.m.

Children’s Choir Practice
Tuesdays, 6 p.m.

Aerobics
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6 p.m.

Dance Ministry
2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 7 p.m.

Bible Study
Wednesdays, 6-7 p.m.

Praise Team Practice
Thursdays, 7 p.m.

LIGHTS (Ladies Illustrating Grace,
Hope, Truth & Strength)
To be announced/call church

Couples Ministry
To be announced/call church

Singles Ministry
To be announced/call church

Outreach Ministry
To be announced/call church

Parents’ Night Out
3rd Fridays, 6-8:30 p.m. (ages 5-13,         

MUST arrive by 7 p.m.)

Teen Night
4th Fridays, 6-8:30 p.m.

(ages 13-18, MUST arrive by 6:10 p.m.)

M.A.D.E. Men
(Making A Difference Everyday)

1st Saturdays, 7 a.m.
Self-Defense

Saturdays, 8:30 a.m.
Girl Scouts

2nd and 4th Saturdays, noon

A Fresh Word
March, June, September, December
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     Jesus Christ came to Earth to provide 
both you and me with the ability to get up and 
move forward. His cleaning solution is 
sufficient to clean up any mess.

He provides you not only with the solution,
but if you will allow Him, He also provides 
you with ongoing instructions on applying the 
solution.

The only question is do you really want a 
Fresh Start? If so, then take the next step by 
allowing Jesus Christ into your life. There 

truly is no condemnation to those who are in 
Christ Jesus. If you are ready to spread your 
wings and fly like an eagle, ready to run and 
not be weary, and ready to walk and not be 
faint, then ask Jesus into your life right now 
where ever you are and go find a Bible 
teaching church. Of course you are more 
than welcome at Fresh Start Christian 
Church.

Yours in Christ,

James L. Henley, Jr.

FINANCIAL TIPS
PASTOR HENLEY

1. Decide now that you WILL NOT 
bust your budget during the 
upcoming holiday season.

2. If you own a home, consider 
refinancing because rates are 
lower than they have been in years. 

3. Write down every penny you 
spend for 30 days. Next, sit down 
and analyze how much you spent 
unwisely.

4. If you are single, consider getting 
a Christian roommate. 

5. If you are married, sit down with 
your spouse today and go over 
your budget.
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detailed list of all the upcoming events. 
Where is Fresh Start Christian Church?
We are located in north Jackson at the 

location of a former YMCA. Our address is 5210 
Manhattan Road. Our administrative/outreach 
center is located at 5240 Manhattan Road. 
More information as well as a photo gallery of 
various past activities can be found at
www.freshstartchristian.com.

How do members feel about Fresh Start?
Sis. Robbirdia Forbes-Trippeter and her 

children, Birjay and Troy Trippeter, enjoy 
being members of the church.
     Troy, 7, says he had fun walking around the 
community and meeting people during the 
Neighborhood Outreach Ministry. He says he 
also likes children’s church on Sundays 
because he learns about Jesus.
     Birjay, 9, says she liked passing out fliers 

during the Neighborhood Outreach Ministry to 
encourage people to attend the church. She 
also enjoys Third Friday, Wednesday Bible 
study and revival. “They’re fun, and you get to 
learn about God.”     
   Robbirdia says she also enjoys Third Friday 
because “it gives them an opportunity to 
fellowship with other kids who are trying to seek 
God.”
     Robbirdia thoroughly enjoys the worship 
services. “That’s what’s brought me in and 
that’s what’s kept me here being a member of 
this church,” she says. “It’s a place where I can 
come and feel at home.”

BAPTISMS

Sis. Trina Bell, mother of Bro. 
Cortney Bell, was baptized on June 
26, 2011. Bro. Chauncey Roby,
son of Sis. Devin Anderson, was 
baptized on Sept. 18, 2011.

HEALTH FAIR
10 A.M. SATURDAY, NOV. 5, 2011

FRIENDS & FAMILY NIGHT
6 P.M. SATURDAY, NOV. 5, 2011

CHURCH ANNIVERSARY
10 A.M. SUNDAY, NOV. 6, 2011

To get “This Week @ Fresh Start” 
and other church announcements 
emailed to you, please send your               

contact information to 
freshstart@freshstartchristian.com

THANK YOU!



MARKED BY TIME

I read a story about a shipwrecked sailor on a South Sea island. After natives discovered him, they carried him 

on their shoulders into their village, placed him on a throne and gave him a coronation ceremony. At first he did
not understand what this meant or their language, but over time he learned their language. He learned that it was 
their custom to choose a new king each year. Once the period of kingship was over, the man would be banished 
to a nearby desolate island where he would starve to death. The sailor decided to take full advantage of his 
authority as king and the time allotted him. Rather than sitting idly and being waited on, he put his carpenters, 
farmers and masons to work constructing on the island where he would be banished. When the year was over 
and he was exiled, he had transformed the island into an abundant paradise.

Paul writes in II Timothy 4:6-8, “For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come 
for my departure. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, and I have kept the faith. Now is in store 
for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge will award to me on that day -- and not 
only to me, but to all who have longed for His appearance.”

Are we living our lives as Paul and the shipwrecked sailor, knowing full well that a day and time is coming and 
we must go? Or are we wasting the precious time that has been given to each of us? If we are living and working for our Lord we, too, will wait 
in anticipation. However, if we live our lives haphazardly, our time will come upon us like a thief in the night. Let us live unto to the Lord each 
day as if it is our last day. 

My church tried to control its 
members with rules -- the first 
ineffectively enforced by painted 
versions of our savior and another 
which, when enforced, often 
created a bigger disruption than
the children’s conversation.

Isn’t that the problem with 
rules? They are great at telling us 
what we have done wrong without 
doing anything to help us control 
our behavior. The other problem is that they don’t work the same for 
everybody. It never seemed quite fair that little kids who innocently 
whispered to friends were publicly chastised when adults who 
destroyed church property got away without consequence.

Fortunately for us, God didn’t leave us alone to contend with rules 
that we cannot keep. He forgave us for our wrongs and gave us a 
helper to aid us in times of weaknesses. Having felt the thump of the 
law, I truly thank God for His grace.

BELONGING TO THE WAY
EVANGELIST DELOIS BELL

Page 3A Fresh Word

BREAKING THE RULES
FIRST LADY VIVIAN HENLEY

I grew up as a member of the Rock of Ages Missionary Baptist 
Church.  “The Rock” is located off Highway One about 25 miles north 
of Greenville, Mississippi. If you had ever passed it, you would have
remembered because the windows of the church had pictures of Jesus 
painted on them. I guess the windows were painted to make 
churchgoers pay attention to the preacher by preventing them from 
looking out of the windows.  Unfortunately, it did not work. People 
scratched through the paint to make peepholes. Before long, the 
Jesuses began to look ragged with parts missing from their arms and 
shoulders.

In those days, there was no such thing as children’s church, and 
children of all ages were expected to sit quietly during service. Talking 
and playing during service was not allowed, and my mother took a 
direct approach to controlling our behavior. Momma seemed to have 
the superhuman ability to see everything and be everywhere. Not only 
did she see everything we did but she also wasted no time in 
correcting us. One minute she was in the front of the church and half a 
second later, you felt a thump to the back of the head. The amazing 
thing is I knew sooner or later she would see me, and I would be in 
trouble. But it never failed; as soon as I had dried the tears from the 
latest thump, something would compel me to talk.  It was almost like I 

was a robot.  I just couldn’t help myself.

MAKING CHRIST VISIBLE

That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. (Romans 10:9 NIV)



.

REVIVAL, PRAYER BREAKFAST, OUTREACH, DISCIPLE NOW

FRESH START IN ACTION
Fresh Start Christian Church held its annual revival Sept. 12-14, 2011. Evangelist Yolanda Lowe of Cathedral A.M.E. Church in Jackson, Miss., 

delivered the Word on Sept. 12. The Rev. Carl Palmer, Jr. of Burns Hill United Methodist Church in Marks, Miss., brought the message on Sept. 13. 
He is the father of Sis. Gaarmel Funches. On Sept. 14, the Rev. John Shourts of Sandhill Missionary Baptist Church in Edwards, Miss., preached. 

On Sept. 15, 2011, Fresh Start hosted a Mission Mississippi Weekly Prayer Breakfast. This is the second year the church has hosted the event, 
which aims to encourage and demonstrate unity in the Body of Christ across racial and denominational lines. Pastor James L. Henley, Jr. delivered a 

message from Acts 4:32-37. On Aug. 20 and Sept. 3, 2011, Fresh Start’s Neighborhood Outreach Ministry handed out church fliers in the 
surrounding community. On July 29-31, 2011, Kids’ Disciple Now was held for ages 5-11. Bro. Wesley Pope organized the event.

To see more photos, visit the Photo Gallery at www.freshstartchristian.com.

Fresh Start Christian Church Making Christ Visible




