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A Fresh WordA Fresh WordA Fresh Word   
‘WHAT DOES CHRISTMAS MEAN TO ME?’  

Holy Holiday 

Fresh Start Christian Church 

 

Dear Friends: 
 
   Luke 2:7 And she brought 
forth her firstborn Son, and 
wrapped Him in swaddling 
cloths, and laid Him in a man-
ger, because there was no room 
for them in the inn. (NKJV) 
   1 Corinthians 3:16 Do you 
not know that you are the tem-
ple of God and that the Spirit of 
God dwells in you? (NKJV) 
   1 Corinthians 6:19 Or do you 
not know that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit who is 
in you, whom you have from 
God, and you are not your own? 
(NKJV) 
  If President-elect Barack 
Obama came to town and 
wanted to spend the night, a 
week or a month in your house, 
could you find room? Better yet, 
who would you put out to ac-
commodate him? 
   I know you think that this isn’t 
being realistic because surely 
Obama wouldn’t choose to 
come to your house, considering 
Continued on Page 2 
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(From left to right) Sis. Birdjay 
Forbes and Sis. Chelsea Washington 

were baptized at Fresh Start 
Christian Church on October 26, 
2008. Bro. Orion Anderson was 
baptized on November 23, 2008.  

 

BAPTISMS 

NEW CHURCH ELDER 

Bro. Curtis Wilson (left) was introduced as a new elder on 
November 16, 2008. He is pictured with his wife, Sis. Bessie 
Wilson, and Pastor James L. Henley, Jr. 
 
 
 

Continued from Page 1 
all the options available to him. After all, he is 
the next chosen leader of the greatest country 
on this earth. 
   But if he really did want to come, you’d make 
room and we know it. In fact, you’d probably 
allow him complete access. We know that prior 
to his arrival, the Secret Service would descend 
upon your abode to verify the safety and cleanli-
ness of the place. Obviously, someone as high 
profile as Obama isn’t going to stay in a dirty, 
unsafe place. 
   When he arrived at the door and knocked, how 
fast would you let him enter? Once inside, I’m 
sure you’d bend over backwards to make his 
stay enjoyable, wouldn’t you? How fast would 
you let your family, friends and neighbors know 
“who is in the house”? 
   Funny thing is that when the King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords came to earth, He couldn’t find a 
place to stay. So instead of a clean, sanitized 
room in the inn, He instead opted for a stable full 
of animals (considering animal waste, I don’t 
believe it was the most sanitized environment). 
He even chose a manger (feeding bin) for his 
bed. He showed His willingness to go wherever 
there was a spot for Him to rescue us. 

   Nowadays, He’s still looking for a place to stay 
on earth. He doesn’t care how dirty the place 
might appear (due to a life of sin). Jesus knows 
that once He gets there, the place will be puri-
fied. After He paid the wages of sin (death), He 
ascended to be with His Father. Yet, He still 
takes up residence on the earth via the person 
of His Holy Spirit. I wonder when He knocks on 
the door of your house, what type of reception 
you will give Him.  
   Do you invite Him in? Do you give Him com-
plete access to every area of the house? Do you 
allow Him to live His life in your house? What 
commitment are you willing to take to ensure all 
your family, friends and neighbors know He is 
staying with you? Or do you deny Him entrance 
because there is no room for Him? Do you say, 
“My life, my time and my money are too tied up 
to allow Him in. He wants too much and I refuse 
to surrender myself. Why should I use my stuff 
to provide for Him? What has He done for me?” 
   John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever be-
lieves in Him should not perish but have ever-
lasting life. (NKJV) 

PASTOR HENLEY 
 

1. Pray before making all financial decisions. 
2. Wait another day before making the pur-

chase if it is a want. 
3. Stick to your budget. 
4. Don’t forget God’s house when developing a 

budget. 
5. If blessed enough to get a raise, either save 

it or use it to pay additional principal each 
month on your mortgage. 

6. Shop at thrift stores first for needed items; 
you might just be surprised. 

7. Look around your house at all the stuff you 
bought and don’t use. 

FINANCIAL TIPS 

Rev. James L. Henley, Jr., Pastor 



VALORRI JONES 
   Valorri is an assistant district attorney for Hinds County. She lives in Jackson. 
    “God spoke to my heart and instructed me that it was time to find a church home. I 
knew from my first visit that Fresh Start Christian Church was the place for me,” said 
Valorri, who joined December 23, 2007. “Over the years, I have learned what it truly 
means to maintain a personal relationship with God. Through systematic study of the 
Word and continuous prayer, God has never steered me wrong. I know the same is 
true in my decision to join Fresh Start!” 
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THE GADDY FAMILY 
 
   Sis. Breanne works in the Chapter 13 Bankruptcy Trustee’s Office 
in Jackson. Bro. Kendrick works for Amware in Jackson.  
 

WHY THEY JOINED FRESH START: 
   The Gaddy family has been attending Fresh Start for about eight 
months.  
 
   Breanne: The sermons Pastor Henley is giving aren’t the tradi-
tional sermons you usually hear — prosperity preaching. Some 
people are afraid to say what people don’t want to hear because it’s 
the truth, and they don’t want to face the reality of the truth. 
   Kendrick: It’s how Pastor Henley relates to us, how he deals with 
life through the Bible, and how he breaks it down more clearly how to 
live our everyday life and choose the right way to live the Bible. It’s 
also the great leadership. 

THE SARGENT FAMILY 
 
   (From left to right) Sis. Maresa, 13, is a seventh-grader at 
Chastain Middle School. Sis. Shakela, 15, is a 10th-grader at Mur-
rah High School. Sis. April, 6, is a first-grader at Spann Elementary 
School. Sis. Bobbie works for Trustmark Bank, and Bro. Kenneth 
works for Yellow Freight.  

WHY THEY JOINED FRESH START: 
   The Sargent family first began attending Fresh Start in 2005. 
 
   Bobbie: Pastor Henley is more on a teaching level. He makes you 
feel at home. Everybody is his equal. He treats everybody the same. 
He’s very compassionate, understanding and a very thoughtful 
preacher. 
   Shakela: It’s just the way he preaches. He puts things in examples 
and he makes it funny, too, to keep my attention. I like coming to 
Third Friday because I can go up there and chill, have fun with my 
friends and eat pizza with my friends. 

at any time.   
   Perhaps if we live in 
expectancy of  Christ’s 
return, we would offer our 
gifts to Christ rather than 
to one another. 
   Perhaps if we cele-
brated Christmas every-
day, we could get past the commercialism we 
constantly complain of but in which we continue 
to participate.  
   Instead of a video game, we would give Junior 
the gift of time. Baby Girl needs understanding 
much more than a new electronic gadget or new 
clothes that don’t fit into her closet. Give school-
teachers support and encouragement instead of  

lotion and shower gel.  To the driver who cut you  
off in traffic, give patience. To your spouse, give 
all of these gifts in good measure. 
   Don’t be discouraged when these gifts are not 
as enthusiastically accepted as the gifts pur-
chased with money. Oddly, the recipient usually 
discovers over time that these gifts are appreci-
ated much more than anything money could 
have bought. 
    And as for price, these gifts are quite costly.  
As we esteem others more than ourselves and 
give love, patience and understanding, some-
thing begins to happen. Christmas begins to 
occur everyday and Christ receives our gifts. As 
we continually give to others, we give ourselves 
to Him. Our surrendered heart is the gift Christ 
really wants for His birthday. 

 
 

I t is remarkable how much Christ’s birth 
continues to influence American society.  
Retailers historically earn a large portion of 

their annual profits during the holiday season; 
the holiday is the only day of the year that many 
businesses close; and massive amounts of time, 
money and energy are expended to celebrate 
this one day.  
   However, most celebrations do not focus on 
the real “reason for the season” and regretfully, 
many Christians participate in secular celebra-
tions with little thought to honoring Christ. 
   I have always found it strange that our Christ-
mas traditions require that we give gifts to every-
one except the one having a birthday. Recently, 
Rev. Henley encouraged us to live each day, as 
the early Christians did, as if Christ might return  

 

FIRST LADY VIVIAN HENLEY 

 

 

  
The greatest Christmas gifts 



 
A Fresh Word 

Making Christ Visible 
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart  

that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
—Romans 10:9 (NIV) 

Fresh Start Christian Church celebrated its fourth-year anniversary with three events during the first weekend of November 2008. The church held its 
first health fair, “Fit, Faithful & Fulfilled,” on Saturday, November 1. Attendees included University of Mississippi Medical Center medical and dental 
students, Jackson-Hinds Comprehensive Health Center, Mississippi Blood Services and Consumer Credit Counseling Service. Featured speakers 
during the health seminars were Stephanie Smith-Jefferson, Crossroads Counseling Center; Dr. Geraldine Chaney, Capital City Children & Adolescent 
Clinic; Barbara Broadwater, Mississippi Against Obesity Foundation; and Dr. Herman Taylor, Jackson Heart Study. Also on November 1, members and 
friends shared their talents on the second annual Friends & Family Night. And on Sunday, November 2, a packed house celebrated four blessed years. 

Chaney Smith-Jefferson Broadwater Taylor 

A University of Mississippi Medical Center 
dental student practices her craft. 

The Jackson Chapter of Jack & Jill of America, Inc. presented 
Pastor James Henley, Jr.  with a donation. 

Sis. Dorothy Thompson and Pastor Henley 
receive donations from the Children’s 
Defense Fund. 

Bro. Josiah and Sis. 
Jelesa Williams, 

Bro. Dillon Brown 

A representative from the 
Jackson-Hinds Comprehen-
sive Health Center, Sis. 
Gabriele Washington, Sis. 
Chelsea Washington 

Sis. Katherine 
Porter, Eclecius 
Franklin of Gifted 
Hands (Massage 
Therapy & Personal 
Training) 

Sis. Amber Funchess 

Sis. 
Kajuana 
Holman 

Sis. Alexandria Spann Sis. Sydney Henley 

Sis. Kenosha Williams, 
Bro. Jalen Houseworth 




