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‘IN YEAR EIGHT, WE EXERCISE MORE FAITH’

Dear Virginia,
In John 8:32 Jesus said, “And
ye shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free.” I
understand that sometimes the
truth is hard to accept; however, I
also understand that Christ
specifically has told us Christians
that we should not continue to lie.
So, today, I shall expose the lie:
THERE IS NO SANTA CLAUS.
I understand your confusion.
Those you trusted the most have
told you it was true. They meant
well; however, they did not truly
see the trust issues they were
creating by continuing the lie.
First, they had you believing a
fairy left you a dollar every time
you lost a tooth. Soon enough,
you found out that wasn’t true.
Next, they told you a rabbit laid
eggs, but then you figured out
they came from chickens.
The one thing you were sure
they weren’t pulling the wool over
your eyes about was Santa. I’m
sure they never thought about
how damaging it would be to you
when you found out that they
deliberately lied to you about
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Note: Fresh Start Christian Church celebrated her
seventh year anniversary on Nov. 6, 2011. The
following is a message the Rev. James L. Henley,
Jr., pastor and lead servant, wrote for the
celebration. As we enter 2012, we thought it was
appropriate to repeat this important message. May
God continue to bless you in the New Year.
As year seven ends and year eight begins, we
have cause to pause and remember the past but not
get stuck in it. In year eight, we evaluate. In year
eight, we no longer hesitate. In year eight, anticipate.
In year eight, we stop being late. In year eight, we
quit taking the bait. In year eight, we begin to create.
In year eight, we wait. In year eight, we don’t hate. In
year eight, we participate. In year eight, we lose
weight. In year eight, we EXERCISE MORE FAITH.
In year eight, we celebrate.
In the past seven years, each of us at some point
has struggled somewhere. Yet, through it all by the
Holy Spirit, we have made it. As year eight begins, I
am extremely excited because I recognize that God
has thoroughly prepared us for the breakthroughs

year eight will bring in both our corporate and
individual lives. Thank you for all you have allowed
God to do through you to bring us to this point. More
importantly, I am praising God in advance for what
you will do from this point forward.
As year eight begins, I thank God for the elevation
of your participation without hesitation based on your
self-evaluation of the weights that hindered your
creativity in the past when you took the bait and
wouldn’t wait by the exercise of FAITH in the one
and only one capable of truly enabling you to do all
things.
Be ready—don’t be late—in year eight, WE
ELEVATE. Don’t miss out as we celebrate the
awesome God we serve. Thank you God in the
name of Jesus Christ for what you are going to do for
those who diligently seek you and exercise faith in
year eight. I love you.
Yours In Christ,
James L. Henley, Jr.
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FINANCIAL TIPS
FOR A NEW YEAR

BAPTISMS

PASTOR HENLEY
1. Pay your property taxes before the year
ends - if you own a home.
2. Make a plan for the year. Determine your
primary goal and document it. Regardless of
what it is (paying down bills, giving more in
church or paying for a vacation in cash), write it
down. Then, break that goal down into smaller
pieces. If you'd like to give $5,000 by the end of
the year, recognize that's approximately $412 a
month or $100 a week. By focusing on the
weekly amount, you're more likely to do it.
Finally, stay faithful to the plan and if you fall
down one week, get back up and start again the
next week without looking back and feeling
guilt.
3. Automate - but pay attention. A lot of
people pay bills late on a regular basis.
Consider setting up an automated draft based
on your payday. The late fees and extra interest
you save will directly contribute to your ability to
achieve the goals you set in point 2.
4. Put windfalls (tax refunds) to work - not
just refunds but year-end bonuses and
raises. The best thing you can do is pretend you
never received it as it relates to spending it on
anything other than the goals you wrote down.
Give part of it to God after talking with Him, put
part of it in your savings or emergency fund,
and pay down credit card debt. If you don't do
something, the enemy will trick you into
adjusting your spending habits to match the
raise or refund.
4. Audit yourself. Look over every bill that
comes in this month. Make sure you are not
paying for things you don't need. Examples:
extra cell phone minutes, Cinemax, equipment
protection program from your cable provider. Do
you use energy efficient light bulbs? Look
around.
5. Clean out your closets, attics and
garages. If you're like most people, you have
plenty of stuff you can donate to a charity
before the year ends. Also, you can have a
garage or yard sale and donate what’s left over.
The cheaper your prices, the more you will sell
and the less you will have to reload.
To get “This Week @ Fresh Start”
and other church information and
announcements emailed to you,
please send your contact
information to
freshstart@freshstartchristian.com

Four young people, including three siblings,
were baptized on Nov. 27, 2011.
First row: Josiah Ervin, 5, is the son of
Sis. Kenosha Williams, and
Melchizedek Culbreath, 6, is the
son of Bro. William and Sis.
Marshea Culbreath.
Second row: Zion Culbreath, 8, and
Micah Culbreath, 10.
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something so important to you. I’m sure they
never considered how it would cause you to
second guess their veracity on other
“important” things they told you. I’m sure they
never thought about how they were instilling
in you a good-versus-bad theology instead of
grace by saying you’d better be nice instead
of naughty.
Amazingly, they also never thought about
how much you would worship Santa and go
out of your way to please him. You wrote him
letters that they said they mailed to him. You
set out cookies and milk for him that they
claimed he ate and drank. It is amazing the
extent they were willing to go to prove the lie
to you. In fact, they even got angry when
someone hinted the truth to you. Finally, they
never even noticed that Santa is simply a
respelling of Satan (the father of lies,
according to Jesus in John 8:44).
However, now that you know the truth,
Virginia, don’t continue the lie -- unless, of
course, you belong to the father of lies
instead of God the Father. Also, please
forgive them for they really didn’t understand
what they were doing.
Yours in Christ,
James L. Henley, Jr.
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BELONGING TO THE WAY
EVANGELIST DELOIS BELL

THE GIFT OF LIFE THROUGH LOVE
“This is how God showed his love for us:
God sent his only Son in to the world so we might live through him. This is the kind of love we are talking about-not that we once upon a time loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to clear away our
sins and the damage it has done to our relationship with God. My dear, dear friends, if God loved us like this, we
certainly ought to love each other” (Msg I John 4:7-11).
In the above scriptures, John describes the perfect gift that has been given to every believer: the gift of eternal
life. We should share this valuable gift with everyone we encounter. It is the gift that keeps on giving. Its cost is
priceless and of great value. It won’t decay or rust. What a wonderful gift that we don’t have to wait until
December 25th to share; we can share it 365 days a year.
I am sure that we give and receive gifts with joy, but none will be eternal. We often don’t remember the gifts we
receive from year to year or whom they came from. Not so with the gift of eternal life because it enters your heart.
Once you accept it, the Holy Spirit is always there to remind you through His presence in your life. As a result, it
increases your life in abundance, and you see things through new lens. Christmas will have a deeper and different meaning because of the joy
and peace that now resides within. Of all the gifts you can give, give the testimony of God’s love through Jesus Christ! MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!!!

OPEN YOUR GIFTS
FIRST LADY VIVIAN HENLEY
A small boy watched intently at the gifts his mother had carefully wrapped and placed under their
Christmas tree.
When the boy could stand it no longer, he begged and pleaded with his mother, “Momma, please, please,
may I open my gifts?”
“No!” his mother replied. “You have to wait until Christmas morning to open your gifts.”
The child sheepishly replied, “I don’t see why I have to wait until Christmas to open my gifts. After all, it’s
Jesus’ birthday not mine!”
His mother thought for a moment and agreed. “You’ve got a point. Go for it!”
I had a good laugh when a co-worker told me this story about her son. But as the years have gone by, I’ve
realized that the little boy was right.
God has gifted each of us in very special ways and He doesn’t want us to wait until Christmas to open
those gifts. He wants us to stop waiting for Christmas day to give gifts only to the people we love and who
love us. He wants us to get up each day and open the gifts that he has placed within us and pass them on to everyone.
So, don’t wait until Christmas. Open your gift today and give freely.

MERRY CHRISTMAS
MAKING CHRIST VISIBLE
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. (Romans 10:9 NIV)

Fresh Start Christian Church

Making Christ Visible

.

FRESH START IN ACTION
First row: First Lady Vivian Henley was recognized during Fresh Start Christian Church’s first Mother/Daughter Tea on Sept. 24.
Evangelist DeLois Bell and Sis. Clara Spann organized the event. Members of Pinelake Christian Church helped Fresh Start members
lay floor tile in the Fresh Start sanctuary on Oct. 7. Fresh Start’s annual garage sale was held Oct. 15.
Second row: The annual health fair was held on Nov. 5, 2011. Youth Ministers Devin and Krishna Boone enjoyed a baby shower at Fresh Start on
Nov. 26 and welcomed Karter Noah Boone on Dec. 16. The dance team performed during Fresh Start’s seventh anniversary celebration on Nov. 6.
Third row: Fresh Start youth participated in a turkey pull at Stewpot Community Services on Nov. 21.
To see more photos, visit the Photo Gallery at www.freshstartchristian.com.

