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A Fresh Word
PASTOR’S
CORNER

‘IT’S EXCITING SINGING ABOUT GOD’

Children’s Choir

Dear Friends:
Mortgage resolution biblical
style would require first contacting the lender to discuss options
available to save the house.
(Matthew 5:25-26). Ask the
lender if he/she is a follower of
Christ.
Second, if no resolution can be
worked out (or if a foreclosure is
pending), you are behind and
you want to save the house,
consider Chapter 13 bankruptcy
immediately. (Deuteronomy
15:1-3).
In making your determination,
always remember you should
first go to God in prayer. Don't
be afraid to walk away — sometimes we need a fresh start.
Remember, it was when you
went bankrupt of yourself that
you finally allowed Christ into
your life. Now that He is there,
He will never leave you nor
forsake you. (Hebrews 13:5).

Sis. Mary Milton (far right) leads the Children’s Choir in singing two selections on June 8, 2008. The choir sang “All Around” and “He Knows My Name.”
(Below) Bro. Octavian Cork, 7, and Sis. Tyneca Cork, 6, are siblings who enjoy singing in the choir.
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everal excited and eager youth
at Fresh Christian Church are
praising God by singing in the new
Children’s Choir.
The group sang for the first time
during the 9:30 and 11 a.m. worship
services on June 8, 2008.
“I love it a lot because it’s exciting
singing about God,” said Bro. Jalen
Houseworth, 7.
Sis. Mary Milton said her heart for
children led her to organize the
choir.
“I’ve had a desire to work with
children for a long time,” said Milton,
who began attending Fresh Start in
January 2008.
“I thought children needed something to encourage them to get more
involved in the church process.”
Milton, a professional singer who
has released two gospel CDs, said

it’s important to teach children about
the Word of God from a young age.
In addition to memorizing song
lyrics, members of the Children’s
Choir also learn Scripture that helps
them understand what they are
singing.
“When peer pressure comes upon
them to listen to other alternatives —
be it rap, R&B, etc. — by introducing

them to songs that are uplifting and
Word-based, it helps to encourage
them to want to read the Word of
God, or spend more time doing
things that concern God more so
than things of the world.”
Bro. Octavian Cork, 7, and Sis.
Tyneca Cork, 6, are siblings who
enjoy praising God by participating
in the Children’s Choir.
“They’re some great songs. I like
the music,” Octavian said. “It’s
great!” Tyneca said.
Sis. Haley Barber, 9, said the
main thing she likes about the Children’s Choir is, “It’s only children
singing.”
Haley likes other things, too. “Mrs.
Mary is a good teacher … she stays
and helps you.”
Other choir members said they
See CHOIR on Page 2
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“You inspire other young kids to sing in the
choir, too. You can tell your kids in the future, if
also enjoy learning from Milton.
you do have some, that you sang in the choir at
“You get to work with a professional singer,”
church,” Joel said.
said Sis. Monica Williams, 10. “You get to
“You can meet more people when you sing.
show your abilities and talents.”
If you have guests, after church
Sis. Brianna Henderson, 9,
people come up to you and you
CHILDREN’S CHOIR
said she appreciates the help
get to meet them and know their
● The Children’s Choir
Milton offers.
names, and they might start
practices at 10 a.m.
“We have a great teacher. She
coming more.”
on Saturdays.
teaches all the songs, and when
Other members of the Chilwe have trouble, she helps us,” ● Call Sis. Mary Milton
dren’s Choir include:
at 601-942-2491.
Brianna said.
• Bro. Kai Houseworth
“She let’s us sing in the micro• Sis Kayla Oatis
phone. She listens to us when
•
Bro.
Michael
Barber
we need help singing. She helps us learn all
• Sis. Ariana Holman
those Scriptures.”
•
Bro. Orion Anderson
Bro. Joel Henley, 12, said being a part of the
choir can have a positive impact on others.
• Bro. Quadree Cork.
CHOIR: Continued from Page 1

BAPTISMS

WORK WEEK

Worship Services
Sundays, 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Children’s Church
2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays (under age 13)
Prayer Services
1st Mondays, 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Homework Help
Mondays and Wednesdays, 3:45-5:45 p.m.
(during school year)
LIGHTS
(Ladies Illustrating Grace, Hope,
Truth & Strength)
2nd Tuesdays, 6-7 p.m.
Bible Study
Wednesdays, 6-7 p.m.
Praise Team Practice
Thursdays, 6:15-7:15 p.m.
Parents’ Night Out/Third Friday
6-8:30 p.m. (ages 4-18)
Teen Friday
4th Fridays, 6-8:30 p.m. (ages 13 and up)
Children’s Choir Practice
Saturdays, 10 a.m.
M.A.D.E. Men
(Making A Difference Everyday)
3rd Saturdays, 7 a.m.
Angel Food Ministries
(Call church to order and for pickup info)
Couples Ministry/Singles Ministry
(Meeting dates and times vary)
A Fresh Word
Published quarterly (dennyandriva@yahoo.com)

Sis. Haley Barber (left), 9, and her brother, Bro. Michael Barber, 8, were
baptized at Fresh Start Christian Church on March 23, 2008.

Bro. Willie Reynolds spent two evenings
painting during May 25-31, 2008.

CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATES!
Fresh Start Christian Church recognized high school and
college graduates on June 1, 2008. Pictured are Sis. Jordan
Henley, Sis. Crystal Curtis and Bro. Cortney Bell.
Jordan and Cortney graduated from Murrah High School.
Jordan, who earned a full academic scholarship to Tougaloo
College, will major in biology. Courtney, who earned a partial
academic and band scholarship to Jackson State University, will
major in psychology. Crystal, a Madison Central High School
graduate, will major in accounting at Mississippi College.
Bro. Matthew Thompson, who graduated from Callaway High
School, will major in accounting at Jackson State University.
Bro Brian Jones, who graduated from Jim Hill High School,
will major in architecture at Mississippi State University.
Sis. Alexandria Williams graduated from Mississippi State
University and is interning at Nordstrom in Atlanta, Ga.
Sis. Gwen Ginn earned a Ph.D. in educational administration from Jackson State University. She accepted a new job as
principal of an elementary school in Bay Springs, Miss.

Making Christ Visible
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
—Romans 10:9 (NIV)
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In the past two years, God has blessed at least seven members of Fresh Start Christian Church
to become first-time homeowners. Here are two of their stories.

‘GOT TO HAVE
THE FAITH’

‘SHARE THE
KNOWLEDGE’

Sis. Aisha McKnight used to
Sis. Kenosha Williams always wanted
dream of waiting for her future husher own home. A place to call her own. A
band to build her a house. But God
place for her three children to go outside
had a different dream for her.
and play.
She closed on a newly constructed
On April 25, 2008, God blessed her
three-bedroom, two-bath home in
with that place. She closed on a newly
Byram on May 7, 2007.
renovated three-bedroom, two-bath
home in Jackson. It has a two-car gaAfter hearing Pastor James L.
rage, patio and fenced-in back yard.
Henley, Jr. preach about buying a
home instead of renting an apart“You’ve just got to have the faith and
ment, McKnight began working
believe,” said Williams. “When you make
toward becoming a homeowner.
up in your mind that you want to stop
renting and you start trusting God that no
She wrote letters to clear up dismatter what circumstances come along, it Sis. Jelesa Williams, Sis. Aisha McKnight, Sis. Brianna Henderson, Bro. Josiah Williams, Sis.
crepancies on her credit report.
is possible. You just have to hang in Kenosha Williams and Sis. Monica Williams are blessed to live in new homes.
Eventually, she was pre-approved
there and stick with it until the end.”
through two mortgage companies,
but things did not work out — until she gave it all to God.
Before Williams began attending Fresh Start Christian Church in 2006
— the same year she gave birth to twins, graduated from Jackson State
“Always know that if you put your trust and faith in God, He’ll get you
University and began searching for a job — she said she never thought
through whatever you’re going through,” said McKnight, who has a
she could be a homeowner so soon.
daughter. “Don’t think because you are a single parent, you can’t get a
house. You may have bumps, but that’s the test of your faith.”
Attending financial seminars at the church, listening to Pastor James
L. Henley, Jr.’s sermons, and reading the financial tips in the church
Fresh Start Christian Church and Sis. Cathy Watson, her real estate
newsletter helped change her mindset.
agent, were a big help, McKnight said. “We had a lot of obstacles, but
we overcame them. I’m thankful …”
“I just started taking all that in and actually applying it and putting my
faith and trust in God, and it all worked out,” said Williams, who began
McKnight had several words of encouragement to offer those who are
packing her lunches for work V
to save
money instead
of eating out daily.
thinking about buying a home.
ALORRI
JONES
Williams
is a blessing
a homeowner.
Sis. Cathy
Valorri issaid
an itassistant
districtbeing
attorney
for Hinds County.
She Watson,
lives in Jackson. “Surround yourself with positive people who encourage you to do
a member
of
Fresh
Start,
was
her
real
estate
agent.
better and
“God spoke to my heart and instructed me that it was time to find a church home.
I don’t settle for less,” she said. “Don’t be afraid to ask for
advice
“Nowfrom
I getmy
to write
all this
at taxStart
time,”Christian
she said,Church
laughing.
knew
first visit
thatoffFresh
was the place for me,”
saidand talk to people. You never know who you may come across
can give you the knowledge of what steps to take. Don’t be afraid to
“I don’twho
feel joined
like I’mDecember
just putting23,my2007.
money
in athe
bucket
with
a hole
in it whatwho
Valorri,
“Over
years,
I have
learned
it truly
anymore.”
means to maintain a personal relationship with God. Through systematic studyshare
of thethe knowledge He blessed you with with others.”
Word and continuous prayer, God has never steered me wrong. I know the same is
true in my decision to join Fresh Start!”

FIVE TIPS FOR FIRST-TIME HOMEBUYERS
SIS. CATHY WATSON AND SIS. DOROTHY THOMPSON

1. Start a separate account for an emergency fund of $25-$50 per month, and continue to fund it until you have accumulated six months of expenses.
This is a great help when unexpected repairs are needed or unforeseen circumstances arise.
2. Have an active checking account in good standing with no negative balances for three months.
3. If you have any outstanding bad debts, call your creditors and try to settle them for an amount less than the full amount that is owed. Get your settlement
agreement in writing before paying, and get a receipt at the time of payment.
4. Pay your rent on time or early in the form of a check or money order.
5. Be patient and be resilient. Keep all of your records or receipts. Homeownership is worth the effort. It is your biggest investment.
Cathy Watson Real Estate, P.C.
5258 Cedar Park Drive, Suite I, Jackson, MS 39206
601-506-1011

Dorothy S. Thompson Realty, Inc.
540 W. Northside Drive, Jackson, MS 39206
Office: 601-366-9400 Cell: 601-942-4864
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Fresh Start Christian Church held its first picnic on June 7, 2008.

Bro. Brannan Guillory

Sis. Elizabeth Williams

Sis. LaShunda Brown; her son, Bro. Dylan Brown; and her mother, Sis. Fay Brown

Bro. Lee Manning

Sis. Kajuana Holman and son, Bro. Izayhia Holman

Sis. Haley Barber, Bro. Justin Manning and Sis. Brianna Henderson

Sis. Katie Roberts and daughter, Sis. Tara Manning

In the children’s three-legged race, the winners were Bro. Joel Henley and
Bro. Lee Manning, first; Sis. Sydney Henley and Sis. Julia Williams, second;
and Sis. Ariana Homan and Bro. Orion Anderson, third.

Sis. Almeater Terrell and Sis. Katherine Porter

The three-legged race was a highlight of the picnic. Adult winners were Sis. Kajuana Holman and a visiting neighbor, first;
Sis. Aisha McKnight and Sis. Lisa Houseworth, second; and Sis. Jordan Henley and Bro. Cortney Bell, third.

