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‘WE SAT STILL AND WAITED ON GOD’

Church buying YMCA
M

Dear Friends:
If you have ever been on a
trip/journey, you did not want to
miss any of the attractions.
One of the best ways to do
that is by seeking the service of
a tour guide.
The tour guide can save you
wasted time, energy and money.
Yet, I have discovered that not
all travelers take the same approach.
“I DON’T NEED NO TOUR GUIDE”
There are travelers who figure
they can do it all by themselves.
They plan the route they’ll take.
They determine the best way of
getting to all the “tourist” sites.
They figure why waste the
investment in a tour guide when
they can simply use all the resources they already have at
their disposal to get where they
are going.
See TOUR GUIDE on Page 2

Inside this issue:
Financial Tips

2

Family Focus: The Johnsons/Careys

3

Family Focus: The Watsons

3

Ministries in Action: Homework Help

4

embers and friends of Fresh
Start Christian Church soon
will be serving, praying and praising
God in the former Northside YMCA.
The church recently contracted to
purchase the property owned by the
Young Men’s Christian Association
of Jackson. The closing will occur on
October 12, 2007.
“We got the property because we
sat still and waited on God,” says
Pastor James L. Henley, Jr.
Fresh Start members considered
building a gym behind the church at
5240 Manhattan Road, but God had
other plans.
“God just put in my head, ‘Why
build a gym when there’s one right
down the street,’ ” Henley says of
the facility at 5210 Manhattan Road.
Shortly thereafter, Fresh Start
offered YMCA officials the same
amount it would have cost to build a
new gym.
“I wouldn’t move from that figure,”
Henley says. “We trusted God to
move their hearts.”
Henley is grateful to members of
the YMCA Board of Trustees who
yielded to the Holy Spirit when making the decision to sell.
The property consists of several
parking spaces; a large, shaded
picnic and playground area; a spacious gymnasium; and a separate
office/cottage that once housed the
YMCA Families First Resource
Center.
The church looks forward to working with the YMCA to keep it involved in the community, Henley

Sis. Vivian Henley, first lady and church administrator, and Pastor James L. Henley, Jr. look forward to
permanently replacing the sign at the former Northside YMCA. Under the Henleys’ leadership, Fresh Start
Christian Church has purchased its second piece of property in three years.

PROPERTY FACTS
6.178 acres

total size of property

13,972 square feet size of gymnasium
1,549 square feet

size of office/cottage

says.
For the remainder of 2007, tentative plans for the new site include
holding Third Friday, Make A Difference Day and New Year’s Eve
“Watch Night Service” there.
In addition, area residents will
continue to cast their ballots there
when they head back to the polls on

November 6.
Eventually, worship services will
move to the new facility, and the
church’s current building will continue to be used for Homework Help,
as well as teen and community
meetings.
God blessing the church to acquire the YMCA property shows that
He will reward those who seek Him
and move according to His plan,
Henley says
“This is God at work,” Henley
says. “People have to trust the
goodness of God.”

Fresh Start Christian Church will celebrate its third-year anniversary November 3-4.
Also, look for a special edition of A Fresh Word in December.
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A Fresh Word
TOUR GUIDE: Continued from Page 2

Sis. Javone Starks was baptized at
Fresh Start Christian Church on July
22, 2007.

Sis. Jerrica Wilder was baptized at Fresh
Start Christian Church on July 22, 2007.

GET TOUR GUIDE — BUT DON’T PAY ATTENTION
There are travelers who invest in the tour
guide – accept his offer – and yet, they become
distracted and lose their way.
While the tour guide is explaining a specific
attraction and the best way to gain entrance,
these people are busy looking around at all the
(dis)attractions.
They have the additional resources handed
out by the tour guide – personalized map and
manual – yet, they misplaced those aids in their
backpacks or left them in the room.
I witnessed these scenarios first-hand when
Vivian and I went to Europe to celebrate our 15th
anniversary several years ago.
“While preparing to return to the hotel from a
tour of Rome, one passenger noticed that some
who had started the tour with us were missing.
As the bus began to leave, this lady began to
yell, “Stop, we’re all not here.” Somewhere along
the tour, two of our fellow tourists had become
separated from the group and the guide.
GET TOUR GUIDE — PAY ATTENTION
Finally, there are those who actually stay with
the tour guide and allow him to direct their paths.
During our guided tour of Rome, the guide directed us beyond the “tourist sites” and treated
us to the beauties of Rome not found in the
“tourist” brochures. Yet, we were safe because

the guide knew the city and areas that should be
avoided. Such guidance can only come from
someone who really know the way.
HOLY SPIRIT
He wants to be your guide in life. I thank God
for entering into my life when I accepted Christ as
my personal Lord and Savior. I thank God for the
personalized map and manual – The Holy Bible –
He left to instruct me on which areas to avoid.
I thank Him for opening my eyes to actually
hear and see what He says to me via His Word
and the interpretation given to me by the Holy
Spirit.
My prayer today is that each of you reading this
either already know or will take the opportunity to
use the services of this personal tour guide
through life. Romans 10:9 states the way to engage his services: “That if you confess with your
mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved (NIV).”
Unlike the tour guide in Rome, I didn’t have to
pay one penny for Christ to come into my life. In
fact, just the opposite occurred – He paid the
price for my sins when He died on Calvary. The
invitation is now extended for you to join our tour
(or to get back on the tour bus).
Yours in Christ,
Pastor James

THREE STAGES IN EVERY GREAT WORK OF GOD
Stage 1:
IT IS IMPOSSIBLE.

Stage 2:
IT IS DIFFICULT.

Stage 3:
IT IS DONE.
From “Lists to Live By: The Christian Collection”
List by J. Hudson Taylor, missionary to China

Bro. Lee Manning was baptized at
Fresh Start Christian Church on July
22, 2007.

STEPS FOR DEVELOPING A SUCCESSFUL BUDGET
SIS. ANNIE

Sis. Charlinda Florence, Sis. Clara Spann, Bro.
Tarance Spann and Bro. Leslie Florence play
spades during the Couples Ministry on September 14, 2007. The theme was teamwork.

•
•
•
•
•

Determine your monthly income.
List your fixed monthly expenses.
Know your variable expenses.
Track and plan for large, periodic expenses.
Compare income with expenses.

WILLIAMS

•
•
•
•

Set priorities, goals and expenses.
Set a savings plan and make it a priority.
Always keep an emergency fund.
Plan ahead for major purchases, thus
avoiding impulse decisions.

Making Christ Visible
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THE JOHNSONS
& CAREYS
Natalie Johnson, 29, is a student at
Hinds Community College and works
part-time at The Learning Wheel.
She lives in Jackson with her five
children.
Shikerian Carey, 6, and Jordan
Johnson, 7, are first-graders at
McWillie Elementary School.
Jeremy Carey, 8, is in the third
grade, while Jeffery Carey, 10, is in
the fourth grade. Both of them attend
Boyd Elementary School.
Shiparis Johnson, 11, is a sixthgrader at Chastain Middle School.
Shiparis, Shikerian and Jordan sing
with the Praise Team. All the children
participate in Children’s Church,
Homework Help, Third Friday and
Bible study.

Sis. Cathy Watson, Bro. Chris Burford and Sis.
Annie Williams conducted a free credit
counseling seminar on August 18, 2007.

Crys

WHY THEY JOINED FRESH START:

We really enjoy it, and we like how everybody here
makes us feel at home.

Shikerian Carey, Natalie Johnson and Jordan Johnson (front row)
Jeffery Carey, Shiparis Johnson and Jeremy Carey (back row)

Bro. David McLaurin helps clear debris during
the church workday on September 8, 2007.

FAVORITE SCRIPTURE: JOHN 3:16 (NIV)
For God so loved the world that he gave his
one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life.

THE WATSONS

Cameron and Kendall Watson (front row)
Christopher, Marcus and Cathy Watson (back row)

WHY THEY JOINED FRESH START:

We have known the Henleys for several years.
Kendall heard Pastor Henley speak
a year ago and was so enthused.
That motivated us to start coming.

Marcus is a district manager for
Novartis Pharmaceuticals. Cathy
owns Cathy Watson Real Estate.
They live in Jackson with their
sons. Christopher is 3 years old.
Cameron, 7, is a second-grader.
Kendall, 12, is a sixth-grader.
They are home-schooled.
Cathy helps to conduct quarterly homebuyer seminars and
participates in the Women’s Support Group. She and Marcus
participate in the Couple’s Ministry. Cameron and Kendall participate in Homework Help.

FAVORITE SCRIPTURE: PSALM 139 (NIV)
I praise you because I am fearfully
and wonderfully made; your works are
wonderful, I know that full well.
(Verse 14)

Bro. Ronnie Webster loads debris during the
church workday on September 8, 2007.

Bro. Curtis Wilson, Sis. Bessie Wilson, Sis.
Clara Spann and Sis. Tonya McDonald help
load food in boxes for Angel Food Ministries
on September 15, 2007.
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4th Fridays, 6-8:30 p.m. (ages 13 and up)
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3rd Saturdays, 7 a.m.
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(Call church to order and for pickup info)
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Published quarterly
(January, April, July and October)
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Making Christ Visible
That if you confess with your
mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe
in your heart that God raised him
from the dead, you will be saved.
— Romans 10: 9 (NIV)

HOMEWORK HELP

F

resh Start Christian Church
has been offering Homework Help to students in the
surrounding community since
the fall of 2006.
When the tutoring began, two
volunteers assisted three or four
children for one hour on Mondays.
In August 2007, Homework
Help expanded to four volunteers who tutor an average of
18-21 students. In addition,
tutoring is now available on
Mondays and Wednesdays from
3:45-5:45 p.m.
The students, including a
kindergartener to high school
seniors, receive assistance in a
variety of subjects. They also
have access to computers to
conduct Internet research and
type reports.
Among the volunteers is Sis.
Nancy Brown, a math teacher
on leave from Callaway High
School.

Bro. Derrick Johnson gets help from Sis. Felisha Starks. Assisting students is just one of
the many ways Fresh Start Christian Church supports the surrounding community
Sis. Nancy Brown, a math teacher
on leave from Callaway High
School, helps Bro. Dennis Beckley
with his homework at Fresh Start
Christian Church. Brown is the
wife of state Rep. Cecil Brown.

