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A Fresh Word 
PASTOR’S 

CORNER 

Dear Friends: 
   Proverbs 13:22 states, “A 
good man leaves an 
inheritance for his children’s 
children, but a sinner’s wealth 
is stored up for the righteous.” 
As hard as it is to believe, I 
know numerous people who 
truly believe it is OK to dig a 
hole and bury money in it. In 
fact, they place anywhere from 
$5,000 to $10,000 in the hole. 
What makes the matter worse 
is that at times (either monthly, 
quarterly or annually) they open 
up the hole and add additional 
money to it.  
   Whenever I discuss this odd 
tradition, my arguments are 
often dismissed, although they 
are completely biblical. First, 
the Word of God tells us that 
our bodies are simply an 
“earthly tent we live in.” Further, 
God explains that when “this 
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missionary with the Baptist Medical & Dental Mission 
International in Nicaragua, where he ministered to 
children and teens. 
   “I prayed about what my mission would be, whether 
it was teaching primary or secondary,” Pope said. 
“God has given me an opportunity to do both.” 
   Pope, who has a passion for teaching, said his goal 
is to continue the work of Sis. Diane Johnston and 
Pastor James L. Henley, Jr.  
   “I want the youth to reach out and be multipliers of 
what they learn,” Pope said. 

   Fresh Start Christian Church welcomed Bro. 
Wesley Pope as the new youth minister on Sept. 1, 
2009. 
   Pope is teaching Children’s Church for ages 12 and 
younger each Sunday. He also is ministering to 13- to 
18-year-olds during Bible Study on Wednesday 
evenings. 
   His ministerial duties also include participating in 
Parent(s) Night Out (Third Fridays) and organizing 
Teen Night (Fourth Fridays).  
   In addition, he plans to implement a monthly 
outreach program for teens. 
   “My main focus here is to share the love of God. I 
also plan to go beyond what my requirements are,” 
said Pope, who became a Christian at age 12. “God 
uses us as vessels, and He works through us.”  
   Pope, a Byram native, is a student at Wesley 
College in Florence, where he is pursuing a 
bachelor’s degree in both missions and Christian 
education.  
   He is the son of Bro. Glynn Pope, associate 
minister at Lakeshore Church in Byram. 
   Pope has years of experience in the ministry. He 
began serving with Child Evangelism Fellowship at 
age 14, and, at age 13, he began serving as a foreign  

“God uses us as 
vessels, and He  

works through us.” 
 -Bro. Wesley Pope 

Bro. Wesley Pope, the new 
youth minister at Fresh Start 
Christian Church, teaches 
children on Sept. 13, 2009. 
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tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building 
from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built 
by human hands” in which we will live. This is 
true because we are spirit in our true nature.  
   Second, the Word also tells us that the sole 
mission of the enemy (otherwise known as 
Satan, Lucifer, the Devil) is to steal, kill and 
destroy all that God has for us, so he plays on 
our emotions and pride to lead us into his trap. 
   The classic example of money in the hole is 
when a loved one dies. We know the body that 
died is simply a tent and not their spirit. Yet, our 
pride and emotions immediately take over, and 
we become obsessed with putting them away 
nicely. We either deplete savings or, worse yet, 
borrow money to cover the costs of a “nice” 
burial.  
   Either way, the end result is that we put the 
money in a hole. If the money is borrowed, we 
continue to pay interest on it, resulting in the 
total amount in the hole growing. 
   If we depleted savings, we lose the earning or 
investment power of the funds used, thus 
increasing the total amount in the hole. (What is 
the real difference between a $1,000 and 
$6,000 casket? Answer: Nothing but your 
pride.) 
   Or take, for example, when we continue 
renting versus buying a home. We build no 
equity (inheritance) for our children’s children. 
Why? Because we are building it for someone 
else’s children’s children. 
  Each month we are in essence putting money 
down the hole. While numerous programs are 
out there to help transition us to homes 
(Neighborhood Assistance Corporation of 

America, or NACA, etc.), we continue to listen 
to the enemy and justify our continued hole 
campaign.  
   Another example is when we spend. We can 
spend over $200 (this amount is arbitrary – I 
know for some of you it can be much more 
after you consider new clothes, rented vehicles, 
hotel costs, meals, etc.) to spend the weekend 
at a football game or concert in New Orleans, 
Memphis or elsewhere, which satisfies nothing 
but our flesh. Yet, we never would dream of 
making a sacrificial offering of $200 or more to 
the church to further God’s agenda. 
   However, when the rubber hits the road, we 
always look to God for help and not the concert 
promoters or team owners. Can you imagine 
what your situation would be today if you had 
all the money you spent on stuff on which you 
received no return? 
   The great thing about being on this side of 
paradise is that God allows us at any point in 
time to escape from our past way of doing 
things. You see, “No temptation has seized you 
except what is common to man. And God is 
faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond 
what you can bear. But when you are tempted, 
he also will provide a way out so that you can 
stand up under it (1 Corinthians 10:13).” 
   By the blood of Jesus Christ, if you have 
confessed him as your Lord and Savior, you 
are a new creation. You no longer have to live 
life in the hole. The real question is, “Are you 
ready?”  

 

Pastor 
Rev. James L. Henley, Jr. 

First Lady/Church Administrator 
Sis. Vivian Henley 

 
Associate Minister 
Evangelist Delois Bell 

Youth Minister 
Bro. Wesley Pope 

 
Elders 

Bro. Curtis Wilson (601-503-3202) 
Sis. Annie Williams (601-506-5494) 

Bro. Ronnie Webster (601-966-0180) 
Bro. Denny Teague (601-918-8645) 
Bro. Casteal Foster (769-218-7128) 

 
Worship Center and Annex 

5210 Manhattan Road 
P.O. Box 31473, Jackson, MS 39286 

Phone: 601-362-1818       Fax: 601-362-1716 
requests@freshstartchristian.org 

www.freshstartchristian.org 
 

Worship Services 
Sundays, 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

3rd Sundays, 5 p.m. 
 

Prayer Services 
1st Mondays, 6 p.m. 

 
Aerobics 

Tuesdays, 6-7 p.m. 
Thursdays, 7:30-8:30 p.m. 

LIGHTS (Ladies Illustrating Grace, 
Hope, Truth & Strength) 

3rd Tuesdays, 6 p.m., March, June, Sept., Dec. 
Bible Study 

Wednesdays, 6-7 p.m. 
4th Fridays, 6-7 p.m. 

Praise Team Practice 
Thursdays, 6:15-7:15 p.m. 

 
Couples Ministry 

2nd Fridays, 7 p.m., Jan., April, July, Oct. 
Singles Ministry 

2nd Fridays, 7 p.m., Feb., May, Aug., Nov. 
 

Parent(s) Night Out 
3rd Fridays, 6-8:30 p.m. (ages 5-13) 

Teen Night 
4th Fridays, 6-8:30 p.m. 

(ages 13-18, MUST arrive by 6:10 p.m.) 
 

M.A.D.E. Men 
(Making A Difference Everyday) 

1st Saturdays, 7 a.m. 
Self-Defense 

Saturdays, 8:30 a.m. 
 

Children’s Choir Practice 
Saturdays,10 a.m. 

Girl Scouts 
2nd and 4th Saturdays, 11 a.m. (annex) 

Angel Food Ministries 
(Call church to order and for pickup info) 

 
A Fresh Word 

March, June, September, December 

A Fresh Word Page 2 

BAPTISMS 

June 28: Asya Anderson, Kiara Winder, Shay Davis, Tanisha Winder, Relessia Harris and Taj Florence 

Fresh Start Christian Church 

April 26: Khalil Woods, 
Kamila Woods, Kamaria 
Woods and David Rankin, Jr.   
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                                ANSWERED PRAYER 
As followers of Christ and His teachings, it is of the utmost importance that we have a prayer life (pray and have faith 
that your prayers will be answered). In John 14:13-14, Jesus promises that our prayers will be answered if we ask in 
His name.   
   In Acts 12:5, the church was praying for Peter’s release from prison. The Angel of the Lord miraculously released 
Peter. When Peter was released from prison, he went to where the people had met to pray for him. The servant girl 
who answered Peter’s knock told the people in the assembly that it was Peter. Their response to her, in Acts 12:15, 
was that she must be out of her mind. Remember, that was the very reason for the assembly. They prayed and God 
answered. 
   How is it that we pray and God answers, yet we are in disbelief? Could the answer be that we doubt God, or perhaps 
we doubt the power of prayer in our lives?  We must each search our own hearts and minds for the true answer. 
 

 

 

 

praise team decided to sleep in 
one Sunday morning. What would 
happen if the cheerful givers 
decided to go shopping instead of 
financially supporting the church?  
   Even as I imagine walking into 
an empty sanctuary while 
everyone is at home asleep, out 
of town for a football game, or just 
too tired to show up, I realize that 
the real effect of the “I-moment” is 
our failure to glorify God and His 
Kingdom.   
   What if the adults at Fresh Start routinely volunteered their time to 
help with Third Friday, Teen Friday, building maintenance or Angel 
Food? What if everyone who sits in the sanctuary on Sunday 
morning who has the ability to lift their voices made a joyful noise 
unto the Lord and served Him with gladness? What if everyone made 
financially supporting the church a priority above all of the things that 
we buy but don’t need?   
   As Christians, each of us is charged with responsibilities beyond 
our own wants and the desires of our households. Let’s resolve to do 
better.  
   Lest our Father God decide to have an “I-moment.”  

BELONGING TO THE WAY 
EVANGELIST DELOIS BELL 
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‘I-MOMENTS’ 
FIRST LADY VIVIAN HENLEY  

   A disgusted father asked his teen-aged son why he repeatedly 
refused to voluntarily comply with the household rules. His son 
replied, “I don’t like the rules and I don’t want to do things that I don’t 
want to do.” The father considered the son’s reply and responded.   
   “Son, for many years I have worked to provide housing, clothing 
and food for this family. What would you say if I had an “I-moment,” 
quit my job and went off by myself and did nothing except what I 
want to do?” Realizing that his father provided his necessities and 
made all of his extracurricular activities possible, the son relented 
and resolved to do better. 
   Hearing this story caused me to consider the many “I-moments” 
the members of God’s family, including us here at Fresh Start, 
routinely have. “I-moments” are those times when we allow our self-
interests (no matter how insignificant) to prevent us from fulfilling our 
responsibilities as children of God. Rev. Henley now laughs about 
scheduling Sunday morning worship, or lack thereof, around 
televised football games. However, our collective “I-moments” can 
be more detrimental than an empty pew on Sunday morning.    
   What if everyone who routinely volunteers their time to make the 
ministries of Fresh Start possible had “I-moments”?  What would the 
building look like? Would any improvements have been made to the 
building? Would the building ever be cleaned?  Would there be Third 
or Teen Fridays for the children to enjoy? What about Sunday 
morning worship? Consider what would happen if everyone on the   

FINANCIAL TIPS 

   Consumer advocates say homeowners should be wary of any 
company that uses pitches such as “Stop Foreclosure Now!”,  “We 
guarantee to stop your foreclosure” or “We can save your home.”  
Many for-profit companies selling foreclosure rescue services never 
deliver. Here are some tips for homeowners in trouble: 

 Never pay an upfront fee to a foreclosure rescue company.  
 Seek help from a housing counseling agency approved by the 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Search for 
these agencies on the Web at:  
www.hud.gov/offices/hsg/sfh/hcc/hcs.cfm.                                            

 Never agree to terms that prohibit you from contacting your 
lender, your housing counselor or an attorney.  

 Do not agree to forward your mortgage payments to a foreclosure 
rescue company. Always make payments to the mortgage company. 

 Contact your mortgage company directly: You may be able to 
negotiate a loan modification on your own.  
  Be aware that some companies persuade homeowners to sign 
over the deeds to their homes in exchange for being able to stay in 
the home as a rental with the option to buy the home back. The 
terms of these deals are usually so burdensome that they fail and 
sometimes leave the consumer responsible for the mortgage debt 
but without ownership of the house.  
Sources: Federal Trade Commission, Consumer Credit Counseling 
Service of Greater Atlanta, Mississippi Department of Banking & 
Finance  
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    Fresh Start Christian Church offered its summer camp – Summer 
Break – for the fifth consecutive year. For the children who 
participated, it was a chance to have fun and reconnect with friends.  
   When asked what she thought about camp, Haley Barber says 
she liked meeting new people, getting to play, learning about God 
and seeing friends she doesn’t see a lot.   
   Camp met each Tuesday and Thursday for eight weeks during 
June and July. The morning Bible study focused on learning and 
living the fruit of the spirit, while the afternoons were filled with fun 
and play.  
   The children enjoyed video games and playing basketball and 
kickball. The summer also included excursions to bowl, swim and 
watch movies.    

SUMMER BREAK 

TOASTMASTERS YOUTH LEADERSHIP PROGRAM 
SIS. MONICA WILLIAMS 

   The Toastmasters Youth Leadership 
Program helps you develop speaking and 
leadership skills, overcome nervousness 
when you speak in front of people, listen to 
others’ ideas, participate in group 
discussions, and organize and prepare 
speeches. 
   In the eight weeks we participated in the 
program, on Tuesdays in July and August, 
we learned how to listen to others and share. 
We did fun things like table topics, we got to 
hear a lot of guests speak, and we got to 
meet new people. 
  Table Topics is impromptu speaking where 
you are given a question to answer and you 
have to come up with an answer right off the 
top of your head. 
  If you reached a certain time limit, you won 
a prize at the end.  

   The guests we got to hear were incredible. 
Some of the guests came to speak, and 
others came to help us with our speeches. It 
was nice meeting new people. 
   Toastmasters Area E-3 Governor Riva 
Brown Teague, Kami LeVern and Gibby 
McSpadden were the coordinators. The 
guest speakers were Toastmasters Division 
E Governor Angela Butler of Reaching 
Beyond Ministries, and Fredrick Nolan with 
the Jackson Public Schools Watch D.O.G.S. 
(Dads of Great Students) program. All of 
them are members of the High Noon 
Toastmasters club.  
   Finally, I would like to say that this program 
will help us in the future when we get ready 
for college papers and speeches for our 
projects in school. We hope that this program 
will come back soon. 

Front: Ja’Nae Knight and Joel Henley 
(sergeant at arms, 2nd slate). Back: Monica 
Williams (president, 2nd slate), Haley Barber, 
Sydney Henley (president, 1st slate; secretary, 
2nd slate), Kayla Oatis (secretary, 1st slate) 

   Fresh Start Christian Church held its first Back-to-
School Bash on August 8, 2009. It started at 11 o’clock 
and ended at 3:30. 
   There were quite a few adults and kids there. The 
church had a space jump, basketball and volleyball. 
Church members served hamburgers, hot dogs, 
cookies, chips, and chocolate and pound cake. 
   The little kids were outside running and playing 
basketball.  The teens were mostly in the gym playing 
basketball. The adults sat outside and talked. 
   Asya Anderson, a 9-year-old fourth-grade student at 
Boyd Elementary, said she enjoyed playing with her 
friends and playing volleyball. Jaedyn Florence, a 2-
year-old at Alpha Christian Daycare, said she enjoyed 
the space jump. 
   Overall, I think everyone enjoyed spending time 
together and fellowshipping with one another. 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL BASH 
SIS. RELESSIA HARRIS 

Fresh Start Christian Church Making Christ Visible 


