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A Fresh Word
PASTOR’S
CORNER

Dear Friends:
Truth be told, there are those
among us who live lifestyles in
direct opposition to God’s Word
seemingly with no fear of the
ultimate consequences. For
example, you know what you are
doing is wrong (living and
sleeping together although not
married).
This train of thought clearly
illustrates just how little you focus
on the reality of Jesus Christ and
His daily presence here on this
earth via His Holy Spirit. If that
were not the case, what else can
explain your unloving and selfish
acts, which clearly are behaviors
directly opposite of what you
profess to believe.
The Word became flesh and
dwelt among us in order to
empower us to live a life based
upon our sincere belief in the
risen Christ. Does your life reflect
a desire to habitually live in
obedience to God’s Word on a
daily basis?
Happy Birthday, Jesus!!!
Rev. James L. Henley, Jr.
CHRISTMAS POTLUCK
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23,
2009, IMMEDIATELY AFTER
6 P.M. BIBLE STUDY
STRAIGHT THROUGH
THE BIBLE
BEGINNING 12:30 A.M.
SATURDAY, JANUARY 1, 2010

‘START BEHAVING BASED ON WHAT YOU PROFESS TO BELIEVE’

Take the Challenge!
“Believe It? Behave It!”
That’s the theme for Fresh Start
Christian Church through 2010.
Pastor James L. Henley, Jr. has
asked members to accept that
challenge since the church celebrated
its fifth anniversary on November 1.
“God said, ‘You’ve been here five
years now, you’ve been feeding them
a whole bunch of milk, been burping
them, and it’s time for them to grow up
a little bit more to mature in the faith,’ ”
Henley says.
“The only way you mature in the faith
is to start behaving based on what you
profess to believe,” he adds.
Henley explains that like babies,
when some people learn to walk, they
unintentionally fall down but keep
getting back up. However, others keep
falling down on purpose because they
don’t want to behave the way they
claim to believe.
“If they say they believe in Jesus
Christ, then let their life reflect it. It’s
really that simple,” Henley says. “Until
you start behaving that way, you’ll
never see what God has for you.”
Bro. Ricardo Anderson recently
painted a “Believe It? Behave It!” mural
in the sanctuary, an ever-present
reminder of Fresh Start’s theme.
In addition, the church has given
away at least 50 T-shirts to members
who have accepted the challenge. The
purple shirts with white lettering have
the theme on the front and “Behave As
If You Believe It!!!” on the back.
Sis. Connie Tobias says she has
taken the challenge and has received
a “Believe It? Behave It!” T-shirt.
“I accepted the challenge because I
wanted to get closer to God,” Tobias
says. “After Pastor Henley made the
challenge and I found out the details of
what we needed to do, it’s basically
spiritual growth and I really wanted

Bro. Ricardo Anderson
is pictured with one of
the two murals he
recently painted in the
sanctuary at Fresh
Start Christian Church.

and needed that spiritual growth.
“I accepted the challenge and am trying to be faithful through the
52 weeks,” adds Tobias, who owns C.C.’s Day Care Center and
coordinates Girl Scouts at the church.
Henley says if people practice what they profess to believe and
yield themselves to Christ, they will have the confidence to handle
stress, finances and other situations better.
“I have no doubt that when you get deeper into God’s Word -regardless of how you feel that day, just do it -- it changes people.
I’ve seen it too many times,” Henley says.
“I know for a fact that if people start behaving based on their belief
in Jesus Christ, there will be a change by the end of the year.”
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BELONGING TO THE WAY
EVANGELIST DELOIS BELL

THANKFUL LIVING
As followers of Christ and His teachings, it is of the utmost importance that we have a prayer life. (Pray and have
faith. In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. -I Thessalonians 5:18)
During the holiday season, some people find it hard to be thankful when their physical needs are not met, whether
by the loss of a family member or loss of a job. Though difficult, the Word of God tells us to give thanks in those
circumstances. We will have to go beyond our natural selves to achieve this. “In everything” doesn’t mean that you
will be grateful for the situation but find a reason to give thanks.
I would like to suggest three ways of achieving thankful living: (1) Look for the good and praise God for it. -Psalms
148. (2) Pray and act as though you have already been granted your request. -John 16:23-24. (3) Never lose hope.
-Hebrews 6:11.
By choosing to live thankfully, our inner power and strength will change the negative into positive, because the
focus will become what we do have instead of what we don’t have. We may not have a gift of monetary value to give
our loved ones this Christmas season. Don’t stress it; try giving of yourself. That is a gift of far greater reward.

THE LAWN MOWER
FIRST LADY VIVIAN HENLEY
I admit it. I always forget my husband’s birthday. No matter how hard
I try, the day seems to sneak up on me. This year, having yet again
forgotten his birthday, I decided to buy him a riding lawn mower as a
birthday/Father’s Day gift. (I know. Nobody really wants appliances or
yard equipment as a birthday gift. But he asked for it.)
Because he had been looking at mowers for a while, I knew exactly
how much the mower would cost. In what turned out to be a very big
mistake, I did not purchase the mower myself or even go to the store
with him to pick it up. Instead, I gave him the money and sent him off
to the store.
The next day, my husband promptly went to the store to purchase
his new mower. You can imagine how shocked I was when he came
home and announced that instead of buying a riding lawn mower, he
had purchased yet another push mower. You see, according to the
sales associate, there was no need to spend so much money on the
riding mower when this particular push mower would work just as well.
Yep, he bought a push mower ($$) although I gave him enough
money to buy a riding lawn mower ($$$). As you can imagine, I was
not happy with my husband’s decision to buy something other than the
gift I intended. Even as he told me how much easier it was to cut the
grass with his new mower than the old one, I felt wronged. It was
certainly fine with me if he wanted a push mower. But if I had known I
would have only given him enough money to buy the less expensive
mower. I wanted my change!
A few weeks later, James went out to cut the grass and found that
the new lawn mower had been stolen. I really felt cheated. Not only
had I given him more money than I deemed necessary, we didn’t even
have a mower to cut the grass!

Now I look back and laugh as I
realize how selfish and selfcentered I acted. To give a gift,
the giver must willingly relinquish
total control. As soon as the
money left my hands, it was no
longer my money, and my
husband had every right to buy
whatever he wanted even if he
had chosen not to buy a lawn
mower.
If I valued him enough to buy a
riding lawn mower as his gift, it should not have mattered how he spent
the money. The real point of any gift is the giver’s willingness to let go
without a thought of personal loss or sacrifice. True giving requires no
looking back or regrets.
In this Christmas season, I think how freely God offers His many gifts
to us even as we allow our desire for the things of the world to take
them away. He is continually faithful even as we are unfaithful. He
willingly sent His Son to this world as a sacrifice and willingly offers
salvation and the promise of an abundant life to us even as we
continually leave His gifts unused and unappreciated. Although He has
a plan for our lives, He allows us to decide whether or not to accept His
will for us or follow our own. Yet, His offer is sincere and remains
unchanged.
As you observe the gift-giving tradition of Christmas this year,
consider whether you have taken advantage of God’s gift. If not, the
gift is still waiting for you to accept and use.

MAKING CHRIST VISIBLE
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. (Romans 10:9 NIV)

Making Christ Visible

Fresh Start Christian Church
.

FRESH START CELEBRATES 5TH ANNIVERSARY
SIS. MONICA WILLIAMS
Fresh Start Christian Church began a celebration of her five years of ministry on October 31, 2009. The first event was our annual health fair from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. focusing on being fit, faithful and fulfilled. Free health screenings were provided such as vision, dental, prostate, STD testing, blood
pressure, diabetes and massage therapy. Also, Mississippi Blood Services was on hand to accept donations. The service providers included: Jackson
Hinds Comprehensive Health Center; UMC Student National Medical and Dental Association; and Dr. Ronald Davis, Metropolitan Urology. Health
presentations were given by Willie Bell of the Wholistic Health Institute, the Mississippi State Department of Health and Health Advocates. Activities
provided for the kids included space jump, Joyful the Clown, games and prizes. Jack and Jill of America gave away free school supplies. The
celebration continued with Family and Friends Night. Youth Minister Wesley Pope led the crowd in a soul-stirring rendition of “How Great is Our God.”
We also had magnificent singing by Sis. Aisha McKnight, Sis. Kenosha Williams and Sis. Charlinda Miller. The worship continued with our guests,
Sis. Lannie Spann McBride and the Greater Fairview M.B. Church Adult Choir. Afterwards, dinner was served. The fifth year celebration concluded
on November 1 with a 10 a.m. worship service featuring guest speaker Sis. Lannie Spann McBride. Lunch was also served as we fellowshipped. As
we celebrate five years of fellowship and praise, let us go into year six with praise.

Clockwise: Jackson Hinds
Comprehensive Health Center; Fresh
Start members; Mississippi Blood
Services; food, fun and fellowship; Sis.
Lannie Spann McBride; Joyful the Clown.
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BAPTISMS

Pastor
Rev. James L. Henley, Jr.
First Lady/Church Administrator
Sis. Vivian Henley
Associate Minister
Evangelist Delois Bell
Youth Minister
Bro. Wesley Pope
Elders
Bro. Casteal Foster (769-218-7128)
Bro. Denny Teague (601-918-8645)
Bro. Ronnie Webster (601-966-0180)
Sis. Annie Williams (601-506-5494)
Bro. Curtis Wilson (601-503-3202)

The following people were recently baptized at Fresh Start
Christian Church:
October 25: Bro. Rodney Gray, Sis. Morgan Green, Sis. Carmella
States and Bro. Jeremy Yowk.

Worship Center and Annex
5210 Manhattan Road
P.O. Box 31473, Jackson, MS 39286
Phone: 601-362-1818
Fax: 601-362-1716
requests@freshstartchristian.org
www.freshstartchristian.org
Worship Services
Sundays, 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
3rd Sundays, 5 p.m.
Prayer Service
1st Mondays, 6 p.m.
Aerobics
Tuesdays, 6-7 p.m.
Thursdays, 7:30-8:30 p.m.
LIGHTS (Ladies Illustrating Grace,
Hope, Truth & Strength)
To be announced/call church

December 6: Bro. Willie Reynolds, Sr.

FINANCIAL TIPS

BEGINNINGS

PASTOR HENLEY

SIS. JORDAN HENLEY

1.

If you are a homeowner, pay your
property taxes before January 1.

2.

Do not get a refund anticipation
loan. You waited all year to get your
money, so you can wait two more
weeks to get a check. This way, you
won’t have to pay a 100 to 300
percent interest rate.

3.

Parent(s) Night Out
3rd Fridays, 6-8:30 p.m. (ages 5-13)
Teen Night
4th Fridays, 6-8:30 p.m.
(ages 13-18, MUST arrive by 6:10 p.m.)

If you plan to give money in
January, give it at the end of
December instead because you will
be able to increase your deduction
on your tax return.

4.

M.A.D.E. Men
(Making A Difference Everyday)
1st Saturdays, 7 a.m.
Self-Defense
Saturdays, 8:30 a.m.

If you plan to buy Christmas
decorations, buy them while they
are at least 75 percent off and you’ll
already have them for next year.

5.

Children’s Choir Practice
Saturdays, 10 a.m.
Girl Scouts
2nd and 4th Saturdays, 11 a.m. (annex)
Angel Food Ministries
(Order online at
www.angelfoodministries.com, or call the
church to order and for pickup info)
A Fresh Word
March, June, September, December

If you own a home, 30-year
mortgage rates have dropped down
to about 4+ percent, so you should
look at refinancing. Also, look into
BankPlus.net or other loan
programs as a way to build up your
credit.

6.

Cut your grocery budget by buying
through Angel Food Ministries.
Order through the church or at
www.angelfoodministries.com.

Bible Study
Wednesdays, 6-7 p.m.
4th Fridays, 6-7 p.m.
Praise Team Practice
Thursdays, 6:15-7:15 p.m.
Couples Ministry
To be announced/call church
Singles Ministry
To be announced/call church

In the beginning,
God created everything
From the biggest mountain
To the littlest bug.
And Adam and Eve
Lived in Eden
Where life was beautiful
With food to spare.
But then
‘You will not die’
The serpent said.
So Eve bit, then Adam
No physical death,
But death nonetheless.
Ab initio.
The beginning of the end.
Laws were constantly broken.
So His Son was sent.
A blameless life He lived.
Then to give me a chance
He died
But the best part,
In three days again he lived.
Ab initio
What a wonderful chance.
If you but take it,
What a beautiful beginning.
“Ab initio” is Latin for the word beginnings.

