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A Fresh Word
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CORNER

‘DIFFERENT WAY TO SHOW OUR TRUE LOVE FOR JESUS CHRIST’

Stepping for God

Dear Friends:
WARNING!! YOU SHOULD
NOT CONTINUE TO READ THIS
ARTICLE IF YOU DO NOT
WANT TO KNOW THE TRUTH!
STOP READING NOW AND
MOVE TO ANOTHER ARTICLE.
Obviously, you are not afraid of
the truth because you got to this
point. Truth: Most people who say
they are Christians and attend
church on a regular or semiregular basis do not live a life that
reflects the change.
II Corinthians 5:15 states, “And
he (Christ) died for all, that those
who live should no longer live for
themselves but for him (Christ)
who died for them and was raised
again.” Similarly, Paul wrote in
Galatians 2:20, “I have been
crucified with Christ and I no
longer live, but Christ lives in me.
The life I live in the body, I live by
faith in the Son of God, who lived
me and gave himself for me.”
Christ embodied and embodies
love. He gave his life for others.
As Christians we are called to do
the same. Often I hear Christians
say, “I can work with this group,
but I just can’t stand being
around those people.” Christ
didn’t choose one particular group
of people. He interacted with
prostitutes, children, tax
Continued on Page 2

The Fresh Start Christian Steppers – Kayla Oatis, Joel Henley, Amber
Funches, Isiah Murray III and Monica Williams -- step at a recent worship
service. The team practices at 11 a.m. every first and third Saturday.

Members of the Fresh Start Christian Steppers
are kicking up their heels for Christ.
“The Fresh Start step team provided those of
us who were not on the praise team a different
way to show our true love for Jesus Christ,” says
Amber Funches, an 8th-grader at Chastain
Middle School.
Matthew Thompson started the step team in
July 2010. For the past three years, he has been
a step coach for Jack & Jill of America, Inc. and
the Delta Phi Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Inc. at Jackson State University.
“God had it on my heart to start a step team at
church to get closer to God and to get teens
closer to church,” says Thompson, 20, a junior
accounting and finance major at Jackson State.
He says the steppers are a good group of
teens. “They’re really enthused. Every practice

we pray together.”
Monica Williams, 13, says she likes the step
team because she gets to interact with other
Christians and she is “stepping for the Lord.”
Kayla Oatis, 13, says she likes stepping
because it’s fun and it gives her something
positive to do. “I get to show everybody how to
step, and I enjoy it a lot,” the Byram Middle
School student says.
Joel Henley, 14, says he steps for Jesus and
his church. “I like stepping because I get to
interact with my friends and encourage other
children to do what is right,” says the 9th-grader
at Callaway High School.
Isiah Murray III, 16, says he really loves to
dance, so learning to step was an addition to his
dancing skills. “It is a blessing and privilege to
be dancing for Jesus Christ!“
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collectors, fishermen, lepers, etc. He didn’t
say, “I can only work with children because I
just don’t like the friction you get working with
older people.” Likewise, he didn’t say, “I only
like working with adults because children work
my nerves.” Jesus loved all and thus He was
available to all. Do these attitudes reflect the
attitude of Christ? “Your attitude should be the
same as that of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5).
Truth be told, most people live for
themselves even after accepting Christ as their
Savior. Why? They haven’t accepted Christ as
their LORD. They do not “seek ye first the
kingdom of heaven.” They seek the kingdom of
me, myself and I. For example (remember you
chose to keep on reading despite the warning),
God’s kingdom requires finances to operate.
However, a lot of Christians give to God what
they have left over after they satisfy their
wants. Supporting the work of God’s kingdom
comes right after gym dues, new clothes,
football weekends, vacations, new furniture,
fraternal organizations, spas, entertainment,
etc.
After preparing tax returns for years, I know
just how little money the average person gives
toward God’s work. They assume “somebody
will give, and somebody assumes anybody will
give, and anybody assumes everybody will
give, and the result is almost nobody gives.”
That is why so many churches have
fundraisers, dues, women’s/men’s day
programs, etc. because only about 20 percent
of the people showing up on Sunday actually
give what God wants them to give. How do
they know what God wants them to give? They
spend time with Him in prayer and study of the
Bible.

FINANCIAL TIPS
MELLODY HOBSON

Another example is the lack of time given
toward the work of the kingdom. The church
requires bodies to operate. Yet, it seems that
only the same few individuals actually
consistently show up. If Christ is alive in you,
how can you possibly not consistently show
up? I wish I knew the answer, but I don’t. I do
know that once you are truly on fire for God,
nothing comes ahead of serving Him. Why?
You have developed an ongoing relationship.
You understand that but for the act of Christ on
Calvary, you would be lost. You understand
that regardless of the situation, you can stand
because Christ lives in you. You understand
that because of His coming alive in you, the old
you is dead.
Say, for instance, you immigrated to
America from a foreign country and became an
American citizen. You would immediately have
all the rights and privileges of every American
citizen; however, if you went back to visit the
foreign country and you never renounced that
citizenship, it would still claim you as its citizen
(dual citizenship).
Fact is, a lot of Christians want to maintain
dual citizenship. They want to claim the right of
Christian citizenship while having the ability to
go back as they wish to flesh-based “self”
citizenship.
I suppose I could go on, but I believe that is
enough truth for now. Is your attitude that of
Christ Jesus? Is Christ living through you? Do
you do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain
conceit, but in humility consider others better
than yourselves? Only you and God know if
you answered truthfully – yet the life you live
will show others!!!
Yours in Christ,
Rev. James L. Henley, Jr.

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR!

Tip No. 1: Invest in the stock market, and
do it long-term.
Tip No. 2: Check the accuracy of your
credit score.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6
HEALTH FAIR, 10 A.M.

Tip No. 3: Change is coming to credit card
regulations, so know the new rules.

FRIENDS & FAMILY NIGHT, 7 P.M.

Tip No. 4: Be prepared for rising minimum
payments.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7

Tip No. 5: Make a will.

CHURCH ANNIVERSARY, 10 A.M.
(ONE WORSHIP SERVICE ONLY)
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BELONGING TO THE WAY
EVANGELIST DELOIS BELL

CONQUEROR’S SPIRIT
We Christians are more than
conquerors through Christ Jesus
who loves us (Romans 8:37). Our
weapons of warfare are mighty
through God for the breaking of
strongholds (II Corinthians 10:4).
These terms of endearment hold
true value to every Christian
because we are much loved by
the Lord.
Therefore, He has provided
victory for us in every situation
through His Holy Scriptures. Once
believed, these words of affirmation can be of great reward. We can
change helpless, defeated thoughts into conquering thoughts that
make fear flee…. The Conqueror is the Christian who believes that
everything needed for success in life has been provided for him in
God’s Holy Scriptures.
The Strongholds in our lives are areas and situations in

which we typically feel as though we are helpless to break free from
or overcome. Take some time to give thought to that statement! The
Christian who possesses the Conqueror’s Spirit has not made plans
for defeat but for victory because he or she is totally aware of the
enemy’s strategy to kill, steal and destroy.
One method of destruction Satan has used and continues to use is
Divide and Conquer. This is a proven strategy in his arsenal of
schemes. If he can get you to speak words of fear and doubt rather
than speaking what the Scriptures say to us, he can destroy your
testimony as a Christian.
Remember Christians, Satan does want you dead, but while you
are alive he wants you weak and helpless. We Conquerors must be
prepared for battle when the enemy comes to invade our lives
through our marriages or our children (destroying families), our
churches (bringing disharmony), our jobs (fear of loss) or our health.
The Conqueror’s Spirit arms us for battle so that our words and
actions bring victory. We need not fear; the Spirit of the Lord is here.
He lives within us and guides us. We can give thanks to our God who
causes us to be triumphant in Christ (II Corinthians 2:14).

WHEN HELP KNOCKS -- ANSWER
FIRST LADY VIVIAN HENLEY
When I answered my doorbell late on a Friday night, I found my
friend Ida at the door with her grandchildren in tow. “Viv, I’ve come
to help you,” she said with a broad grin on her face.
The series of events that brought Ida out of her house after 10
p.m. not to return home until after 1 a.m. began earlier in the day.
My brother George had passed away the previous Friday and his
funeral was the next day. I had asked Ida to do my hair. I knew it
would be after regular business hours before I would be ready to
have my hair done because I had spent most of the day in my
hometown almost three hours away. My plan was to print and bind
the programs after I came home before going to get my hair done.
Although everything was on schedule, I did not let things go as
planned. When I should have been printing the programs, I found
myself reading and re-reading the program, staring at the pictures,
and reliving many scenes from my life.
When I finally started to print the programs, I realized that I had a
problem and that getting the programs printed was going to take a
lot longer than I had anticipated. I called Ida and cancelled. I told
her that I was running behind and thanked her for being willing to
help me out.
She called me back an hour later to see if I was sure. She didn’t
mind staying up if I didn’t. By now things had gone from bad to
worse. The printer was running hot and I could only print a few
pages at a time. I assured her that I was quite sure and that I would
not have time to get my hair done.
Five minutes later, Ida was at my door. She didn’t know how she
was going to help me. She just knew that she was going to try.
After I explained what I was doing, she said, “You punch and I’ll put

’em together.” That’s what we
did for the next few hours.
What I really appreciate most
about Ida is that she helped me
but did not condemn me. She
did not ask me a bunch of
questions, remind me of all the
things that I already knew I
should have done differently or
scold me for not asking for help
sooner. She just met me in the
midst of my grief, loss, frustration
and fear and ministered to me in
that place.
Most of all she was okay that I had rejected her help when she first
offered it. She didn’t take it personally and go to bed thinking, “She
knows she needs help. I’m not going to beg her to let me help her.”
Instead, she made herself available to help without thinking of the
consequences to her personally. She didn’t offer up suggestions
aimed at just getting finished so she could go. She didn’t just slop
up the programs just to get finished. She worked diligently and
carefully as if she were preparing the programs for herself. I will
never forget that night because it was not just Ida helping me. That
night Ida allowed God to use her to help me.
If you’re in need of help with issues big or small, God is here to
help. He’s listening politely and waiting patiently as you make
excuses and refuse His help. When you finally realize you need
Him, your doorbell will ring and He will be standing there.
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FAMILY FOCUS
THE BOONES
Minister Devin Boone is a native of Heidelberg, Miss. He has been
a minister since Aug. 24, 2008. His wife, Sis. Krishna Boone, is
originally from Avon Park, Fla. They live in Jackson with their son,
Kameron, 2.
Education: He graduated from the University of Southern Mississippi.
She graduated from Florida A & M University. They both are pursuing
master’s degrees at Liberty University.
Occupation: Both teach special education; he at Powell Middle
School, she at Whitten Middle School.
Hobbies and Interests: He likes fishing and playing Xbox; she likes
playing basketball and mentoring youth.
How did you find Fresh Start? Prayer and church website.
What do you like about Fresh Start? The presence of God and
everything we thought a church should be. We are grateful for the
opportunity for God to help us serve the youth and community.
Her favorite Bible verse: Proverbs 3: 1-5 (NIV) – “My son, do not
forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, for they
prolong your life many years and bring you prosperity. Let love and
faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them
on tablets of your heart. Then you will win favor and a good name in
sight of God and man. Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean
not on your own understanding.”

His favorite Bible verse: Romans 12: 1-2 (NIV) – “Therefore, I urge
you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of
worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test
and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”
--Interviewed by Monica Williams

THE WILSONS
Bro. Anthony Wilson and Evangelist LaTanya Wilson, natives of
Pearl, live in Brandon with their children. Skyler, 10, attends Brandon
Elementary School. Tyler, 12, attends Brandon Middle School.
Evangelist Wilson has been in the ministry for 11 years. She has been
licensed and ordained for eight years.

Favorite Bible verses: Proverbs 12 and 1 Peter 4:12-13 (KJV) -“Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try
you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: But rejoice,
inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, when his
glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.”

Occupation: She is an accounting manager at M3A Architecture,
PLLC; he is a production technician at Nissan Canton.
Hobbies and Interests: Our hobbies are going to the movies. Our
interests are sharing what He can do and assisting those who are
placed in our lives (path) to share our testimony of how good God is,
as He continues to use us both personally and spiritually.
How did you find out about Fresh Start? I first met Pastor Henley
at my current job and he invited me to attend, Evangelist Wilson says.
At that time, my spouse and I were searching for fulfillment of the
Word through (a) leader(s) who would give us structure, a solid
foundation, and a place to call home -- all of which we have found
here at Fresh Start.
How long have you been attending Fresh Start? 1 years
What do you like about Fresh Start? We like that Fresh Start is
family oriented, open, friendly, warm and welcoming.

MAKING CHRIST VISIBLE
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. (Romans 10:9 NIV)

