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A Fresh Word
PASTOR’S
CORNER

‘GLORY TO GOD ANYTIME YOU CAN TOUCH A HUNDRED KIDS’ LIVES’

Simply YOUth

Dear Friends:
“Believe in Him. Worship Him.”
Five words that pack a lot of
meaning.
Believe means you know
without a doubt that Christ is who
He says He is. You truly
understand that there is no other
way to heaven. You also truly
understand that without Him, the
best you can ever hope for is a
life that always leaves you feeling
empty. It means you have started
a transformation based on your
growth in understanding as you
spend time studying and
meditating on the Word of God.
Most importantly, it means you
have given Him, Christ Jesus,
control of your life. As a direct
result of your Belief in Him, you
should now Worship Him.
See PASTOR on Page 2
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More than 120 teens from three states gathered December 17-18, 2010
at Fresh Start Christian Church for the first Simply YOUth Conference.
(Additional photos: Page 4 and www.freshstartchristian.com)

SIS. MONICA WILLIAMS
The first Simply YOUth Conference at Fresh
Start Christian Church helped teenagers learn,
connect and recharge.
More than 120 teens and about 20
chaperones and presenters from the Jackson
metro area, Memphis and Chicago attended the
conference December 17-18, 2010.
The speakers were Pastor James L. Henley,
Jr.; Bro. Devin Boone, Sis. Krishna Boone
and Bro. Wesley Pope, youth ministry staff;
Sis. Linda Hayes, nurse/health education
lecturer with the Mississippi Department of
Health; Bro. Lester Walls, executive director of
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes; and Sis.
Carla Kirkland, Marathon Education Group.
The Boones said the conference was a huge
success. “Glory to God anytime you can touch a
hundred kids’ lives … It is always a great
feeling.”

Pastor Henley talked about finances and the
C.A.R.E. (Credit Abuse Resistance Education)
program. Tylvestor Goss, Esq., of Davis, Goss
& Williams, Attorneys at Law assisted him with
the presentation with a special emphasis on
bankruptcy.
The Boones talked about dating and premarital sex during the session “Let’s Talk About
It.” Hayes spoke about STDs and HIV, while
Kirkland spoke about education. Walls spoke
about being successful, there’s a blessing with
your name on it, and how the world wants to
bind you up but Jesus wants to free you.
Scriptures backed up the presenters’ points.
Major activities included icebreakers where we
mingled with someone we didn’t already know;
playing Deal or No Deal, basketball and
computer games; and watching a movie. Tickets
also were given for chances to win door prizes.
See YOUth on Page 2
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Pastor
Rev. James L. Henley, Jr.
First Lady/Church Administrator
Sis. Vivian Henley
Associate Minister
Evangelist Delois Bell
Youth Ministry Staff
Bro. Devin Boone
Sis. Krishna Boone
Bro. Wesley Pope
Elders
Bro. Casteal Foster (769-218-7128)
Bro. Denny Teague (601-918-8645)
Sis. Annie Williams (601-506-5494)
Bro. Curtis Wilson (601-503-3202)
Worship Center and Annex
5210 Manhattan Road
P.O. Box 31473, Jackson, MS 39286
Phone: 601-362-1818
Fax: 601-362-1716
pastor@freshstartchristian.com
requests@freshstartchristian.com
www.freshstartchristian.com
Worship Services
Sundays, 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
3rd Sundays, 5 p.m.
Prayer Service
1st Mondays, 6 p.m.
Aerobics
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6-7 p.m.
Bible Study
Wednesdays, 6-7 p.m.
Praise Team Practice
Thursdays, 6:15-7:15 p.m.
LIGHTS (Ladies Illustrating Grace,
Hope, Truth & Strength)
To be announced/call church
Couples Ministry
To be announced/call church
Singles Ministry
To be announced/call church
Outreach Ministry
To be announced/call church
Parents’ Night Out
3rd Fridays, 6-8:30 p.m. (ages 5-13,
MUST arrive by 7 p.m.)
Teen Night
4th Fridays, 6-8:30 p.m.
(ages 13-18, MUST arrive by 6:10 p.m.)
M.A.D.E. Men
(Making A Difference Everyday)
1st Saturdays, 7 a.m.
Self-Defense
Saturdays, 8:30 a.m.
Children’s Choir Practice
Saturdays, 10 a.m.
Step Team Practice
1at and 3rd Saturdays, 11 a.m.
Dance Ministry
2nd and 4th Saturdays, 11 a.m.
Angel Food Ministries
(Order online at
www.angelfoodministries.com, or call the
church to order and for pickup info)
A Fresh Word
March, June, September, December

PASTOR (continued from Page 1)
Worship Him means that you have made an
irrevocable decision to place Jesus Christ first
in everything you do. You now seek ye first the
kingdom of heaven each and every day of your
life. You give yourself away and allow Christ to
live through you. You are no longer controlled
by emotions or man made reasoning – your life
is now controlled by the Spirit of Christ (Holy
Spirit), who indwells your inner most being.
No one has to prod you to do the right thing
anymore. No one has to beg you to support the
ministry. No one has to tell you to walk away
from past negative associations. Your new
mind (which is the mind of Christ) tells you to
walk in the Spirit and start to realize the
abundant life that Christ has waiting for you.
You are fully committed. You are ready to
follow Christ’s example. And you are ready to
serve despite what it will cost you because you
truly understand you are no longer who you
used to be.

BAPTISMS

Roshun Tate and Abe States were
baptized on September 26, 2010.

Kaylyn Cry, 9, was
baptized on
November 28,
2010.

Yours in Christ,
Rev. James L. Henley, Jr.

YOUth (continued from Page 1)
Young ladies with Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc.’s Delta Gems/Delta Academy
mentoring programs were not only there to
learn, connect and recharge but to do a
community service project.
Around this time every year, these ladies
have an annual lock-in to help bring them
closer together. Delta Academy is for middle
school girls, and Delta Gems is for high school
girls. During the conference, they prepared 40
bags with socks and toiletries for ladies at the
Mississippi State Hospital, for whom they also
threw a Christmas party.
Several participants said they really enjoyed
the conference.
Helena Hodge and her sister, Taylor, are two
of the many Delta Academy/Delta Gems who
participated.
“I liked the fellowship meeting and greeting,”
said 16-year-old Helena Hodge, a 10th-grader
at Murrah High School in Jackson. “I liked the
presentation on finances and ‘Let’s Talk About
it.’ ”
Taylor Hodge, who is 14 and a 9th-grader at
Murrah, said she liked the session on finances,
especially the part about student loans. She
also liked “Let’s Talk About It” on foreplay:
don’t start anything if you can’t finish it.

Alexandria Spann, 14, who attends Peeples
Middle School in Jackson, said her favorite
part of the conference was the speakers
because they gave her information about reallife situations.
Sydney Henley, who is 17 and attends
Mississippi School of the Arts in Brookhaven,
said the keynote speakers gave great
presentations and had good discussions on
challenging subjects such as dating and STDs.
Nick Anderson, a youth from Memphis, said
he liked the atmosphere and the sessions on
STDs, education and finances. His favorite
session was “Let’s Talk About It” discussing
Christian dating. He also said two words that
best describe the conference are “eye
opening.”
Marquis, an adult from Memphis, said the
information was very straightforward and the
speakers were not “sugar coating” anything.
The Boones said there was a great response
to the conference and they look forward to
many, many more. I would have to agree.
About the author: Monica Williams, 13, is an
8th-grader at The Veritas School in Ridgeland.
She also is a member of Fresh Start Christian
Church, where she actively participates in the
choir, dance team, step team and youth
ministry.
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BELONGING TO THE WAY
EVANGELIST DELOIS BELL

IT IS A WONDERFUL LIFE
Do you remember when you
celebrated Christmas without
Christ, the principal contributor to
the holiday? The highlight of the
Christmas celebration was the
gifts that you shopped for or the
gifts that you hoped to receive. In
those days we recited scriptures
in plays at school or church such
as Isaiah9:6 -- For to us a child is
born, to us a son is given, and
the government will be on His
shoulders. And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. Were we really able to receive all that had been given to us,
or was this just a formality of the season? Did you really have peace
or were you going through the motions? There is a saying, no Jesus
no peace, know Jesus know peace. I concur, knowing Jesus brings
peace. Having a relationship with the one that the season is all about
makes all the difference in how we

receive and give, and how we fellowship with one another.
The life I now live through Christ is truly wonderful, not because of
things but because of Christ and who He is. My life now hidden in
Christ doesn’t make the world right but makes me see things rightly.
Christ came so that I could have the wonderful life that I now have,
not absent of problems but totally confident that He is the solution. I
am aware of Satan but also the realization that God is there to
counsel me; He is my father and I have peace in all of that.
Life nowadays seems to be characterized as the good life by the
things we possess, our educational status, the jobs we hold, or
belonging to a certain congregation with a huge membership. God’s
expression of love and the wonderful life is giving love through His
Son, Jesus Christ. He is a Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
As we celebrate Christ this Christmas, receive all that He has come
to give through the gift of His Holy Spirit, having certainty that He will
never leave us or forsake us and that we have an eternal life with
Him.
What a wonderful life.

WHILE WAITING I LEARNED TO SWIM
EVANGELIST LATONYA WILSON
In all thy ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct thy paths
(Proverbs 3:6). I have found myself relying on this particular verse a
lot recently. Approximately a month and a half ago, the Lord took my
faith and me on a journey. I didn’t question it, but I found myself doing
things differently and acknowledging Him more in everything I did.
Those who know me will tell you this is not the norm for me. I am
often reluctant to move by my faith alone. This time was different. I
began to move in my FAITH, in search of the Lord’s face as I waited
on my visions and dream to come to pass.
As GOD began to move, in both my spiritual and physical being, he
began to open doors that I thought were impossible…doors I thought
would only open if you knew the “right person” (man), but you know
what? I realized even more that I already knew the right man. A
greater power, GOD, and He is more than enough. As He directed
me, the song, “I Don’t Mind Waiting on the Lord” consumed my
spiritual mind like a replay of Sunday morning church service. The
Holy Spirit began to work within me. I kept my mind staid on waiting
patiently... if I (we) just continue to wait, He will show up when I (we)
least expect Him. I knew that in my mind, heart, and spirit.
Experience has taught me that God always shows up when I (we)
need HIM most.
Oftentimes some of us (I) forget how GOD answers and directs our
paths, no matter what the circumstance. It was then that I realized
GOD was teaching me something new, how to SWIM. He was
teaching me how to stay above water, to tread against the currents of
life (e.g. obstacles, trials, and tribulations, etc.). In doing so, I thought
about the numerous of times that I (we) found myself (ourselves)
drowning in the “what ifs,” circumstances, pity and life’s struggles.
The SWIM I’m referring to is spiritual, although it may manifest in the
physical. SWIM is the acronym that represents our need to Serve
HIM, Worship HIM, Introduce HIM and Magnify HIM in the time of

trouble and while waiting on HIM.
I thought my doors were closed
but GOD showed me they were
open. I just needed to ASK. By
asking, I found that GOD had
placed individuals in my path to
direct and assist me. Normally, I
would have remained silent
because I would feel as though I
was interrupting and disturbing
another person’s time and space
(e.g. like some of us do), but HE
used others to help me. I waited patiently...now awaiting my next
assignment by sharing with others what GOD can do while we wait.
By Serving HIM, we Believe that He CAN and WILL. By
Worshiping HIM, we can do it only in spirit and truth. Introduce HIM
through our Testimonies and most importantly, Magnify HIM by
giving HIM the highest praise (Hallelujah!). Don’t let your blessings
pass you by….Allow HIM to use you (us). Don’t let others control your
SWIM in the Lord. Stay focused, push through the currents and
struggles of life (lift up your hands/arms of praise), and use your
strength (the Word of God). I encourage each of you to SWIM with
Faith, the Power of Prayer and Renewed Minds and Spirits, and
watch God manifest in your (our) lives as He has done in mine.
Continue your SWIM and watch GOD calm the raging seas of
life!! Don’t Mind Waiting, Wait ON HIM and IN HIM.
References Texts: 1 Thessalonians 1:3 (Walking by Faith); 2
Corinthians 9:8 (Serving GOD); 1 Corinthians 15:58 (Be Steadfast);
James 2:14, 17, 18 (Now Faith); Ephesians 2:8-10 (Work of Faith
through God).

Making Christ Visible

Fresh Start Christian Church
.

FINANCIAL TIPS
PASTOR HENLEY
1. Pay property taxes before the year’s end if you itemize on your
tax return.
2. Consider refinancing your home before interest rates rise but for
no longer a period than you already have remaining on the
mortgage. For instance, if you have 17 years left, refinance at the
lower rate for a period of 15 years. If you do a period greater than
the years left, you lose out in the end.
3. If you normally make financial donations on the first of the
month, give the check by the 31st if you itemize on your tax return.

4. DO NOT PAY SOMEONE TO DO YOUR TAXES IF YOU MAKE
LESS THAN $49,000 WITHOUT FIRST CHECKING WITH THE
IRS TO SEE IF YOU CAN HAVE YOUR FEDERAL RETURN
DONE FOR FREE.
5. IF YOU REALLY THINK YOU NEED TO BUY SOMETHING
LARGE - GO HOME, PRAY ABOUT IT, REVIEW YOUR
OUTSTANDING DEBT AND WAIT 48 HOURS.

HAVE A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!

MAKING CHRIST VISIBLE
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. (Romans 10:9 NIV)

