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A Fresh Word
PASTOR’S
CORNER

‘LIVE THE EMPOWERED LIFE GOD HAS PLANNED’

Sharing Christ’s love

Dear Friends:
In some ways, when you really
think about it, life can be said to
be like a dollar bill. First, you can
only spend it once. Second, you
either invest it or waste it. Third,
you spend it on necessary or
unnecessary things. In Psalm
90:12, Moses asks God to “teach
us to number our days, that we
may gain a heart of wisdom.”
Why do we need wisdom? So
that we can make the right
choices in how we spend the rest
of our days (life).
To start, face the fact that the
dollar you spent yesterday is
gone. It already has been
invested or wasted. Thus, it
makes no sense to constantly
look back and complain if you
wasted it. What you can do is use
the results from those decisions
to help you focus on what lies
ahead beginning today. Matthew
6:33 tells us “to seek first his
kingdom and his righteousness,
and all these things will be given
to you as well.”
Continued on Page 2
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Fresh Start Christian Church has expanded its Youth Ministry to more effectively meet the needs of children,
preteens and teenagers. They have separate Sunday school classes and Bible studies, and they can participate in
monthly community service projects.

Fresh Start Christian Church has expanded its
Youth Ministry to reach kindergarteners to teenagers
in three age groups: 5-8, 9-12 and 13-18.
Pastor James L. Henley Jr. said the mission of
the Youth Ministry is “to win souls for Christ through
effective, applicable ministry to the youth.”
“First, we show God’s unconditional love to
children 5-12 while teaching them about the need for
Christ,” Henley said.
The teens are taught how to give Christ access
and control “in order to help them live the
empowered life God has planned for them,” he said.
Under the leadership of Bro. Devin Boone and his
wife, Sis. Krishna Boone, the Youth Ministry Team
teaches separate Sunday school classes and
Wednesday night Bible studies, organizes monthly
community service projects, and oversees Third
Friday and Fourth Friday.
Bro. Wesley Pope teaches ages 5-8 on Sunday
mornings and ages 9-12 on Wednesday nights. The
Boones, both middle-school special education
teachers, teach ages 9-12 on Sunday mornings and
ages 13-18 on Wednesday nights.

Minister Yolanda Lowe, of Cathedral AME Zion
Church in Jackson, teaches ages 5-8 on Wednesday
nights.
Sis. Karen Barber said her 10-year-old son,
Michael, enjoys the children’s Bible study. “He is
learning scriptures and quotes them when the
opportunity presents itself,” she said.
The youth also have been learning to share the
love of Christ through community service projects.
They have visited various nursing homes and a
camp for cancer patients at least twice. They also
have helped to clean up around the church, including
painting a classroom during the second annual
Spring Break Camp.
Barber said her son enjoyed participating in
community service last year by singing at the cancer
camp with the youth choir.
“He said it made him feel good to meet new people
and make them happy through the choir’s visit,”
Barber said.
Upcoming community service projects include
helping to build a Habitat for Humanity Home and
cleaning up nearby Manhattan Park.

Page 2

A Fresh Word

Fresh Start Christian Church
Pastor
Rev. James L. Henley, Jr.
First Lady/Church Administrator
Sis. Vivian Henley

BAPTISMS

Associate Minister
Evangelist Delois Bell
Youth Ministry Team
Bro. Devin Boone
Sis. Krishna Boone
Bro. Wesley Pope
Elders
Bro. Casteal Foster (769-218-7128)
Bro. Denny Teague (601-918-8645)
Sis. Annie Williams (601-506-5494)
Bro. Curtis Wilson (601-503-3202)
Worship Center and Annex
5210 Manhattan Road
P.O. Box 31473, Jackson, MS 39286
Phone: 601-362-1818
Fax: 601-362-1716
pastor@freshstartchristian.com
requests@freshstartchristian.com
www.freshstartchristian.com
Worship Services
Sundays, 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
3rd Sundays, 5 p.m.
Prayer Service
1st Mondays, 6 p.m.
Aerobics
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6-7 p.m.
Bible Study
Wednesdays, 6-7 p.m.
Praise Team Practice
Thursdays, 6:15-7:15 p.m.
LIGHTS (Ladies Illustrating Grace,
Hope, Truth & Strength)
To be announced/call church
Couples Ministry
To be announced/call church
Singles Ministry
To be announced/call church
Outreach Ministry
To be announced/call church
Parents’ Night Out
3rd Fridays, 6-8:30 p.m. (ages 5-13,
MUST arrive by 7 p.m.)
Teen Night
4th Fridays, 6-8:30 p.m.
(ages 13-18, MUST arrive by 6:10 p.m.)
M.A.D.E. Men
(Making A Difference Everyday)
1st Saturdays, 7 a.m.
Self-Defense
Saturdays, 8:30 a.m.
Children’s Choir Practice
Saturdays, 10 a.m.
Step Team Practice
1at and 3rd Saturdays, 11 a.m.
Dance Ministry
2nd and 4th Saturdays, 11 a.m.
Angel Food Ministries
(Order online at
www.angelfoodministries.com, or call the
church to order and for pickup info)
A Fresh Word
March, June, September, December

Two young men have been baptized at
Fresh Start Christian Church in 2011.
Derrick Boler (above left), 12, was
baptized on Jan. 16, and Dequan Willis,
13, was baptized on Feb. 6.

Continued from Page 1
What things? Joy, Peace, and Happiness
are the things. When you focus your life on
Christ and what He desires of you – every
decision you make regarding your life will be
based on what Christ desires.
The question you have to ask is if you
really want the rest of your life to be different.
The bottom line is that each of us only has so
many days left on this earth. So ask yourself
this question: “Do I want to invest my life by
making decisions that will serve me in
eternity, or do I just want to make decisions
that affect my life here on earth?” How you
answer will determine what you really want to
do with the rest of your life.
Make today a Fresh Start!!
Yours in Christ,
James L. Henley, Jr.

FINANCIAL TIPS
PASTOR HENLEY
1. It never makes sense to have a
mortgage on your home just to
save on taxes. This is a myth
obviously started by those who
make money off your mortgages.
You can get the same deduction by
giving the amount of interest you
would have paid as a donation to
the church.

WHAT’S
PERFECTLY CLEAR
SIS. TRINA BELL

2. You need an emergency fund.
Your goal should be $500 to start
with $1,000 being the final tally.
You must save it for emergencies.
If you got a large tax refund, use it
to make the initial contribution.
Now I know what’s perfectly clear.
3. If you got a large tax refund
(over $1,000), you should adjust
your W-4 to reduce the amount of
federal withholdings. You would be
better served by increasing your
monthly cash flow.

I know I can live without the fear.
For now I know my need to pray.
To know that I can learn to say.

4. Consider packing a lunch
instead of going out since both gas
and food costs have increased.

With faith and love to guide me thru.

5. Go to angelfoodministries.com
and investigate a cheaper way to
stock your food cabinets and
freezer.

For now I know what’s perfectly clear.

My flower blossomed, my wisdom grew.

I have learned to live, I have no fear.
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BELONGING TO THE WAY
EVANGELIST DELOIS BELL

A SEASON OF LOVE
Spring has been called the season of love. A season where new things are happening and all of our
senses are awakened. Right before our eyes, the trees and flowers are blooming!
There is a sweet fragrance in the air that enhances our sense of smell! The sound of birds singing fill
our ears and our hearts! Spring reminds us of the newness of life. A new beginning, a chance to start
over. Start what over, you might say? A chance once again to share the love of God with people you may
not know. Have you noticed that people are more sociable in the Spring? That is the effect of the season.
In this season of love, we are to share the love that we have received through Christ. For God so
loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life. That love that God so lavishly gave to us, we should share that love with everyone
whom we encounter. An encounter is a chance meeting. When we meet people unexpectedly, how do
we respond? Does that encounter awaken that love in us with a renewed enthusiasm for Christ?
If this season of love has not awakened in you yet, take a deep breath and a long look at all the beauty
He has bestowed upon us. Allow the thought of Him and His love to fill you completely. Thank God for
His many blessings and share Him with all you encounter. Remember: there is a time for everything and a season for every activity
under the heaven (Ecclesiastes 3:1). Don’t let this season or time pass you by.

LOVE ONE ANOTHER
FIRST LADY VIVIAN HENLEY

Let us not love with words, or tongue but
with actions and in truth. 1 John 3:18
“I love everybody because the Bible says I have to.” How many times
have you heard or even said this?
Have you ever considered whether there can be any truth in this
statement? Many of us have ended relationships with those we love
because of our hurt feelings or unmet expectations. However, Christian
love requires much more than lip service.
To walk in Christian love, we must acknowledge that true love
begins with a decision and not emotions. To love requires that we do
not act based on how we feel and that we continually consider our own
desires after we first consider the needs of others.
We must accept that loving others will not always feel good or be
popular. As a matter of fact, real love creates some quite
uncomfortable situations. Christ-like love is no easy task. Although love
does not require that we overlook wrongdoing or avoid confronting the
truth, it does require overlooking offenses, forgiving wrongs and
accepting circumstances that we don’t consider fair.

To love one another, we must
learn to see one another as God
sees us. Instead of responding in
anger, we must respond with
mercy.
Instead of retaliation, we must
show compassion. Instead of
punishment, we must show grace.
We must choose to love as Christ
has loved us and commanded us to
love one another.
Have you ever seen a news
interview where a crime victim has
forgiven the criminal and you wondered how in the world the victim is
capable of this? Now you know. Just as Christ said:

By this all men will know that you are my disciples,
if you love one another. John 13:35

MAKING CHRIST VISIBLE
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. (Romans 10:9 NIV)

Fresh Start Christian Church

Making Christ Visible

.

FISHING RODEO, SPRING BREAK CAMP, COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS

YOUTH IN ACTION
Youth at Fresh Start Christian Church recently participated in a fishing rodeo at the home of Sis. Elizabeth Williams on Lake Catherine in Byram.
In addition, 24 youth participated in the church’s Spring Break Camp. Now in its second year, the camp functions as an extended Vacation Bible School
during the mornings, with fun activities and field trips mixed in throughout the week. During the camp, the participants painted a classroom as a community
service project. Earlier this year, the teens spread love during a service project at Community Place Nursing Home in Jackson.

