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RESISTING SEXUAL TEMPTATION

A Young Man’s Battle

Dear Friends:
Embarrassed? Why? So often
we are embarrassed by things.
Most often we feel this way
because someone we know has
seen us do something that makes
us look bad.
Recently at Target, I didn't
notice I was exiting the manual
doors. My family saw me as they
exited the automatic doors.
Obviously I walked right into the
doors, and they had a really good
laugh.
I chose to laugh myself and
not be embarrassed. I have found
that now that Christ lives in me,
little things like this don't bother
me at all. I remember how they
laughed and mocked Christ as He
carried the cross to Calvary on
my behalf. I remember how they
laughed and jeered at Christ as
He was beaten, whipped and
crucified on my behalf, even
though He had the power to stop
the things causing all the mockery
-- He chose instead to suffer for
my benefit.
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Several young men at Fresh Start Christian Church
are spending their summer learning how to deal with
their sexuality and to resist sexual temptation.
Bro. Wesley Pope, a member of the Youth Ministry
Team, is leading the 11- to 18-year-old males in a
discussion of a book titled Every Young Man's Battle.
The discussions are held on the first, second and
fourth Sundays of each month from 5-6 p.m. in the
church annex.
Participants must arrive by 5:10 p.m. to be eligible
to play basketball for 1 hours afterward.
Discussions center around issues such as what sex
is according to God, what it is to be a man, and
reserving sex for marriage.
The young men also have frank conversations about
“whether they have already had sex and how to
reconcile that with God, how to keep themselves pure
if they are virgins, and how to keep their minds pure,”
Pope said, adding, “God still loves you no matter what

you have done in your past.”
Pope said some young men have been hesitant
about participating because the topics being
discussed are uncomfortable for some of them.
“Those who came were very surprised and received
it very well and expressed great interest to not only be
involved in the discussion but also had a desire to
read the book,” Pope added.
Bro. Elijah Culbreath, 14, has learned a great deal
from attending the discussions.
“I’m learning how to conduct myself when I see
good-looking women, how to control myself, how not
to lust, and how to make sure that I’m doing what God
wants me to do,” he said.
Although the discussion group focuses on young
men who are in middle and high school, older men
are welcome to attend. “Sex is a normal part of life,”
Pope said. “It’s something that should be dealt with
physically, emotionally and spiritually.”
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RETURN TO YOUR FIRST LOVE
BRO. OMAR TRAVIS
Remember the walks in the park,
When you spoke clearly from your heart?
Remember those hours you spent in prayer,
Not aware of anyone else being there?
Remember those tears that flowed from your eyes,
When you realized your present demise?
Remember His touch upon your shoulder,
When time stood still?
Remember turning over your will?
Remember how He spoke those words of comfort,
When your spirit was overwhelmed?
Has all of this become less and less of a reality in your life?
If so, then I have five words that can release your present strife,
Return to your First Love!
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Drop down on your knees right now. Don’t wait another minute. Cry out to your God; pour out
your heart before His throne.
Return to your First Love!
Wipe the dust off your Bible. Open the pages and be romanced by Him once again. Get under
the fountain and be refreshed.
Return to your First Love!
Stop worrying if you will get that raise. Stop wondering if God is going to bless you. Lay it all on
the altar of sacrifice.
Return to your First Love!
Tell your wife to have a seat. “I will make the dinner tonight.” “I will do the dishes.” Serve her as
if you are serving the Master.
Return to your First Love!
Forget the round of golf today men. Go drive to the waterfront. Lay back and take some breaths
of fresh air. Breathe in the Holy Spirit.
Return to your First Love!
Sing a song. Open your lungs and exhale all He has done for you. Praise Him! Lean on His
everlasting arms.
Return to your First Love!
Clean out your closets; remove all the filth that is blocking out His overflow. Eat from the Vine
that will cause your spirit to grow.
Return to your First Love!
Jesus is waiting. He is calling you by name. He says, “Come to me all you who are weak and
heavy laden.” “I have borne your sins and sorrows.” Come on Church…
Return to your First Love!
Find tenderness in His arms. Find belonging in His touch. Find comfort at His feet.
Return to your First Love!
Remember the walks in the park,
When you spoke clearly from your heart?
Remember those hours you spent in prayer,
Not aware of anyone else being there?
You will remember this and much more,
When you Return to your First Love!
Continued from Page 1
Jesus felt sorry for those laughing because He knew
they really didn’t understand the wrongness in
laughing at the apparent misfortune of another.
Understanding all this, there is no circumstance that
can cause me embarrassment as long as I walk with
Christ? Me embarrassed? Don’t think so!
Yours in Christ,
Pastor James L. Henley, Jr.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Mission Mississippi
Prayer Breakfast
6:30 a.m.
Thursday, September 15, 2011
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BELONGING TO THE WAY
EVANGELIST DELOIS BELL

SPIRIT BALANCE
We Christians must live balanced lives in order to be effective in our Christian walk. We need to be whole;
sound in our minds and bodies. Of course we also need proper diet, exercise and rest to be balanced. When
our bodies go without food or water for a period of time, we feel the effect of not eating or drinking. We can
become lethargic or physically drained.
Going without the Word in our lives can produce a similar effect within our emotional and spiritual lives.
Without God’s Word in our lives routinely, we can become harsh in our comments instead of being kind and
complimentary. The fruit of the Spirit may be less evident to people when we don’t have enough Word. Our
spiritual and emotional needs also must be high ranking on our list of priorities.
Paul writes in I Timothy 4:8, physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things. We
must place great value on our spiritual lives; it holds the key to this life and the life to come. Reading, studying
and applying the Word of God brings our spirits into perfect alignment. The Word of God brings life to our souls
when they become weary. The Word has an uplifting effect. It is a pick-me-up when you are down, but it also
can sustain you so that you don’t run down. When we become fatigued or weary at the end of a hard day or
week, I would suggest that you read your Word (Bible). It is a spring of water welling up to eternal life.
The Bible contains 66 books that can bring you comfort, guidance, direction and peace. Paul writes in Acts 20:32, Now, I commit to you God
and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance. Paul further writes that all scripture is God breathed and is
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness. You will find that there may be scriptures that you have read before but
God gives you a new revelation; that will build up your spirit man. If you need a good book to read this summer, try the BIBLE. Happy reading!

GIVING GOD THE GIFT OF WORSHIP
FIRST LADY VIVIAN HENLEY
When my children were young, my husband and I felt a duty and
responsibility to buy whatever the children wanted for Christmas.
Unfortunately, we never shopped early. As you know, finding popular
toys can become difficult or even impossible as Christmas nears.
One Christmas, our daughter Sydney said that she wanted a Barbie
cash register. The date was December 23 and the cash register was
nowhere to be found in or around Jackson. But we were determined
that Sydney would have her cash register.
Somehow (by calling every toy store in Mississippi), we found out
that the Toys R Us in Hattiesburg had three of the cash registers on
lay-a-away. While we would not be able to just walk in the store and
buy one of them, the cash registers were scheduled to be returned to
the shelves on Christmas Eve morning if the toys were not picked up
by the close of business.
Nothing was going to stop us. Sydney was going to have a Barbie
cash register for Christmas. We found someone to keep the children,
jumped in the car, drove to Hattiesburg and got a hotel room. We could
not risk oversleeping. There was no way to know how many other
parents were looking for the same toy. We had to be the first
customers to enter Toys R Us on Christmas Eve.
After checking in to the hotel, we went to the store to plan our
strategy. After we explained our situation to the manager, he had
mercy (more like pity) on us. He did not make us come back on
Christmas Eve morning. Instead, we only had to wait around in the
store until closing (midnight – Christmas Eve morning) then he would
sell us the toy. So we wandered through the aisles of Toys R Us for the
next few hours and we were successful! Sydney was going to have the
cash register she wanted but at a cost.
But let’s see, how much did we pay for that toy?

There was the cost of the cash
register, the hotel room, food and
gas. But it was for one of the
children. No amount was too
much. Her joy and happiness to
receive this toy made it all
worthwhile. Right? Wrong.
I wish I could say that Sydney
was ecstatic a day later when
she saw that toy. I wish I could
say that she was excited. I can’t
even say she was pleased.
Actually, she could have cared
less. We went to a lot of trouble but succeeded only in momentarily
pleasing ourselves.
So it is with worship. We have come to view worship as an event for
our entertainment and benefit. So we dutifully file into church on
Sunday morning, sit through a service and leave without giving God
the gift He desires.
While we may receive benefits from worship, receiving should not
be our motive. Worship is first and foremost about pleasing God –
giving Him a gift He wants and not the gift we think He should want
when we think He wants it. Worship is not a one-day-a-week event. It
doesn’t begin with the choir singing or end with the pastor’s dismissal.
I don’t know how we made so much out of a cash register that our
child did not even want. My guess is that we were not really listening to
her. We should not make the same mistake with our worship. To
worship Him, we must know Him. Once we know Him, our hearts and
our worship will certainly follow.

Making Christ Visible

Fresh Start Christian Church
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IN THE MIDST

GRADUATIONS

BAPTISMS

SIS. TRINA BELL

Bro. Antonio “Bo” Brown, Sis. Jemyl Tillis
and Sis. Della Brown were baptized at Fresh
Start Christian Church on May 22, 2011.

In the midst of my walk
In the midst of what I do
In the midst of my trouble
I want to walk with You.
In the midst of my storm
In the midst of the tide
In the midst of the night
I want to be on Your side.
In the midst of my glory
In the midst of my fame
In the midst of my triumph
I want it to be You I blame.

TOP ROW: Mario Washington,
bachelor’s degree in industrial technology
(computer), Jackson State University;
Aftan Henley, doctorate in pharmacy,
University of Mississippi. BOTTOM
ROW: Julia Williams, diploma from
Murrah High School, headed to University
of Mississippi to pursue bachelor’s degree
in biology; Robbie Hooker, career
degree in cosmetology, Hinds Community
College. NOT PICTURED: Peggy
Hooker, educational specialist in
counseling, Mississippi College; Robert
L. Hooker, III, career degree in
barbering, Hinds Community College.

The annual church picnic was held June 18, 2011. The
Funches family won the 3-on-3 basketball tournament.

In the midst of all the words
That I can list.
I want it to be You
(Jesus)
In the midst.

CONGRATULATIONS!

Written @ 2:48 a.m.
Thursday, May 26, 2011.
Summer Break Vacation Bible School was held June 2024, 2011. The theme was “Fun in the Son.”
Ricardo Anderson
(right) recently painted
this mural on the basket
court at Fresh Start
Christian Church. He is
pictured with Pastor
James L. Henley, Jr.

FINANCIAL TIPS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Fresh Start’s Youth Choir visited Walt Disney World May 28-June 3,
2011: Michael Barber, Joel Henley, Adrianna Spann,
Alexandria Spann, Monica Williams and Sydney Henley.

The Fresh Starters, the church’s
basketball team, recently won the
Mississippi Basketball & Athletics (MBA)
Spring Championship. The team of 14to 15-year-old males is directed by
Coach Kendrick Gaddy and
Coach Charles Corvit, Sr.

Learn what the Bible says about money to help manage money
according to God’s economy and not yours.
Know your current financial state at all times. Compare your
assets and liabilities using a financial statement at least once a
year.
Make sure you follow a budget, or spending plan, each month.
Review it often and make adjustments where needed.
Review your spending at the end of each month and identify
areas where you may be consistently overspending.
Ensure that your spending doesn’t exceed your income each
month. If you end up with a credit card balance each month,
your income didn’t meet your expenses.
Be willing to step out of your comfort zone and slash expenses
to meet your goals. Make sure you have room in your plan for
saving, investing and giving.

Source: Christian Money Management & Practical Financial Tips to
Jump Start Your New Year! by Jason Price

