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FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTIAN ADULT SINGLES

Singles Serving Christ

Dear Friends:
"I can do all things through
Christ who strengthens me." I
have often heard people quote
Philippians 4:13. The problem I
have found is that the quote is
taken out of context quite often.
The Apostle Paul was saying he
could do all things God had
specifically called him to do
because God would provide him
the inner strength, wisdom,
courage and resources to
accomplish the task.
When we focus on something
we want to accomplish, we
should ask ourselves whether this
is something God has placed on
our hearts, or is it simply
something we want. Why?
Because if it is not a part of God's
plan for our lives, why would He
provide us with resources?
No wise person invests
resources in something they
know is doomed for failure. God
is full of wisdom, and we should
not expect Him to invest in "our"
dreams that are not a part of His
plans for our lives.
Continued on Page 4
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To help singles stay faithful and focused, Fresh Start
Williams added that the ministry is not just for Fresh
Christian Church has established the Fellowship of Start members. “We also want to venture out to singles
in the community and invite them to come,” she said.
Christian Adult Singles ministry.
FOCAS’ vision is for
Since the ministry began in
April, the singles have
singles “to continue to walk
FOCAS provides opportunities to:
receive and give unconditional love and
participated in a Chat and
holy and honorable in faith
acceptance; fellowship with other Christian
Chew and a bowling night.
with a sound mind and
singles; serve God and the community;
Community service and other
authority discovering what
develop a personal relationship with
activities are planned
to
the Father has proclaimed
Christ; and make friendships.
help FOCAS achieve its
for our lives.”
EMAIL: singles@freshstartchristian.com
purpose “to address the
Led by Sis. Kenosha
issues that hinder single
Williams
and
Sis.
Lachelle Hodges, FOCAS meets on the first Saturday Christians from fully committing themselves to God.”
A singles Bible study will be held on the first, second
of each month; the time varies.
The ministry serves singles ages 18 and up. Most are and fourth Sundays at 5 p.m. beginning July 8. The
in their late teens to mid 40s, but FOCAS wants singles ministry will study from Lee Warren’s book, “Single
Servings: 90 Devotions to Feed Your Soul.”
of all ages involved.
FOCAS’ mission is twofold: “to present ourselves as
“We really want older singles to participate because
it’s not just the young singles in the church,” Williams faithful Christian followers of Christ, living by the Spirit
said. “Any single has a place in this ministry because and not by the flesh” and “to provide a ministry to single
anyone from any different aspect of single life can bring adults that will foster completeness through a
relationship with God, each other, and the community.”
their experiences as living single through Christ.”
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BAPTISM
Sis. LaJuanda Williams was baptized at
Fresh Start Christian Church on March 25, 2012.
She also earned a J.D. from Mississippi College
School of Law.

CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATES!

Worship Center and Annex
5210 Manhattan Road
P.O. Box 31473, Jackson, MS 39286
Phone: 601-362-1818
Fax: 601-362-1716
pastor@freshstartchristian.com
requests@freshstartchristian.com
freshstart@freshstartchristian.com
www.freshstartchristian.com
Worship Services
Sundays, 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
3rd Sundays, 5 p.m.
Singles Bible Study
1st, 2nd and 4th Sundays, 5 p.m.
Pray with the Pastor
Mondays, 6 p.m.
Children’s Choir Practice
Tuesdays, 6 p.m.
Aerobics
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6 p.m.
Dance Ministry
2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 7 p.m.
Bible Study
Wednesdays, 6-7 p.m.
Praise Team Practice
Thursdays, 7 p.m.
Parents’ Night Out
3rd Fridays, 6-8:30 p.m. (ages 5-13,
MUST arrive by 7 p.m.)
Teen Night
4th Fridays, 6-8:30 p.m.
(ages 13-18, MUST arrive by 6:10 p.m.)
FOCAS (Fellowship of Christian
Adult Singles)
1st Saturdays
singles@freshstartchristian.com
Girl Scouts
2nd and 4th Saturdays, noon
Couples Ministry
To be announced/call church
A Fresh Word
March, June, September, December

Row 1 (left to right)
•
Bro. Cortney Bell, bachelor’s, Jackson State University; attending Reformed Theological
Seminary
•
Bro. Justin Bell, associate, Hinds Community College
•
Bro. Andre’ Funches, Lanier High School; attending William Carey College
•
Sis. Joshualynn Harris, master’s, Mississippi College
Row 2 (left to right)
•
Sis. Jordan Henley, bachelor’s, Tougaloo College; attending Lincoln Memorial University
•
Sis. Sydney Henley, Mississippi School of the Arts; attending William Carey College
•
Bro. Lee Manning, Murrah High School; attending Jackson State University
•
Bro. Isiah Murray, Piney Woods Country Life School; attending Hinds Community
College
Row 3 (left to right)
•
Sis. Janice Okeke, bachelor’s, Millsaps College; attending Columbia University
•
Dr. Jenetta Thompson, D.M., University of Mississippi School of Medicine
•
Bro. Randy Wallace, Murrah High School; attending Coahoma Community College
•
Sis. Valerie Yowk-Foster, master’s, Mississippi College
Not Pictured
•
Sis. Alexandria Curtis, bachelor’s, Jackson State University
•
Sis. Tiffany Hammond, master’s, Millsaps College
•
Sis. Ivy Kennedy, bachelor’s, Jackson State university
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BELONGING TO THE WAY
EVANGELIST DELOIS BELL

CREATED IN CHRIST JESUS UNTO GOOD WORKS
EPHESIANS 2:10
As born-again Christians, we know that we have been saved by grace through faith. We also know that it was not
from any work that we could have done ourselves to earn this salvation. However, we the church (the body of
Christ) should do the good works that have been prepared for us to do. We are not to sit idle awaiting his return; we
are to be found faithfully going about our Father’s business.
As a member of the body of Christ, we individually have a job to do. The Holy Spirit will guide us and show us
how to live and to work. We are to do our work sober-minded and vigilantly.
Each 24-hour day, we are given 1,440 minutes in which we are to accomplish varied tasks. The time that we
dedicate to God and His teachings will help us become more like Him, and our work will reflect that.
As we go about our work, the world will see what we do and wonder how can we do it; that will give us the perfect
opportunity to give witness of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Take the necessary time today to examine your work and your attitude toward it.

THE PARADOX OF LAW VERSUS GRACE
FIRST LADY VIVIAN HENLEY
I couldn’t believe what I heard. I had been bamboozled, hoodwinked,
lied to. My husband confessed to an unbelievable deception. How
could I have not known that I had been living a lie? Here’s my story. . .
Whenever my husband and I traveled, I meticulously planned our
trips. Of course, I normally choose places we have not visited and
seek out the points of interest and the must-sees of the location.
Once there, our mission is to do and see everything on the must-see
and -do list. On each trip, my husband and I always enjoyed
everything each site had to offer and created many fond memories, or
so I thought.
THE CONFESSION
One day while we discussed future trips, he blurted out that he would
never choose to go to Las Vegas, visit an old church, or go to any of
the science exhibits at Epcot (a few of our fun trips). This was news to
me. Of course, I thought he loved all of the things I loved. He listened
to the tour guides, posed for pictures, and always asked “what’s next”
as we completed our lists. Now, if I understood him correctly, he had
been faking for years!!
Sure, I have done things with him that I didn’t want to do. But I’m no
faker. I never pretended to enjoy myself! I always made sure to tell
and show him when I was doing him a favor. You know what I mean
about showing him – sour mood, silent treatment and negative body
language. I couldn’t make it too pleasant for him. How else could I
avoid spending my leisure time on things I didn’t care to do? But
NOOO, not him. He had to pretend to enjoy things he didn’t like. I
wasn’t going to let him get away with it!
MY MISTAKE
As a woman who had been done wrong, I had to tell somebody.
There was no way I was going to keep his secret so I relayed my story
to a friend. Needless to say, I didn’t get the reaction for which I hoped.
Her response: “I would be happy that he cared enough to do things he
didn’t want to do. My response: “Okay, talk to you later.”

So there it was: the paradox of
law versus grace illustrated
perfectly by my stinking thinking.
I had been hoodwinked and
bamboozled, but it wasn’t by my
husband. It was by my own
selfishness.
Like the law, I demanded that
my husband accompany me to all
the places I wanted to go and do
all of the things that I wanted to
do while insisting that he do what
he could not – change his
personal likes and dislikes to fit my requirements. You see, the law is
excellent at showing us where we fall short, but the law cannot give us
peace and contentment once we give up our personal wants and
desires. While the law gleefully directed my attention to my husband’s
shortcomings, the law did nothing to change the selfishness of my
sinful nature. On the other hand, my husband showed me the nature
of God’s grace, which allowed him to contentedly undertake journeys
he dreaded and to be able to enjoy the time spent in my company
while doing things that he did not enjoy.
Like me, many believers have unknowingly hoodwinked themselves
into believing that their lives are devoted to God’s service. When in
reality, on Monday through Saturday, we routinely create our own
vacation schedules without regard to God’s requirements. Then for
one hour on Sunday morning, we do God a favor by showing up to
church and sitting through service without offering the praise and
worship that God desires. Then when the hour is over, we go back to
our vacation plans and expect that God will not only get with the
program but will also bless us while we do our own thing in His name.
Fortunately, God’s grace is a constant companion in spite of our
selfishness, and the Holy Spirit is the friend who is telling us the truth
about ourselves. However, it is up to us to pick up the phone, make
the call and listen.

Making Christ Visible

Fresh Start Christian Church
.

LEADERSHIP & COUPLES MINISTRY RETREATS, CHURCH PICNIC

FRESH START IN ACTION
Fresh Start Christian Church held its first Leadership Retreat for church ministry leaders on April 6-7, 2012 at the Sleep Inn in Jackson.
On April 13-14, 2012, a Couples Ministry Retreat was held at the Jackson Hilton for married and engaged couples.
On June 9, 2012, rain didn’t stop the fun at the annual church picnic; it simply moved indoors because of the weather.
To see more photos, visit the Photo Gallery at www.freshstartchristian.com.

BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
JUNE 29-30, 2012
GARAGE SALE
SATURDAY, JUNE 30, 2012
FULLY CHARGED YOUTH
CONFERENCE
SATURDAY, AUG. 4, 2012
DETAILS: FRESHSTARTCHRISTIAN.COM
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I thank God for the “no” answers because over time, I have seen just how wise He is. He sees
what you and I can't see and because He loves us, He will not just do whatever we want. Funny
thing is, when we really begin to seek the kingdom of God first, we find out that His plans are
much greater than any we could have imagined. Ask yourself today if you are on His path -- or
yours.
Yours in Christ,
James L. Henley, Jr.

