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A Fresh Word 
PASTOR 

HENLEY’S 

CORNER 

Dear Friends:  
 
   At 5:50 a.m. Aug. 21, 2012, 
Cherri walked up to me at the 
gym and asked, "You knew my 
sister Regina, didn't you?" Of 
course I knew Regina. In fact, I 
can remember the last time I saw 
her. It was over a year ago when 
we were at Parham Bridges Park.  
   As I approached her on the 
track, she said, "Leave me alone, 
James, because I am not about to 
try and keep up with you today." 
Every time I heard her recite that 
line, I responded, "Surely just for 
one mile?"  
   Then she would come along for 
the next two or three miles. 
However, that day I spoke 
different words: "In that case, I'll 
slow down and keep up with you!" 
   We both laughed as I slowed 
down and walked with her the 
next two miles. I noticed her pace 
wasn't as fast, but she said 
everything was fine. 

  
Continued on Page 2 
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PRAYER SERVICE 
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BIBLE STUDY 

6 P.M. WEDNESDAYS 

NEW MEXICO MISSION TRIP  

Serving God, Doing Good 

Armed with only a tent, flashlight and JACKIE, we had 
all we needed.   
   After letting the fact that there were no lights and 
plumbing sink in, GOD reminded me why I was there, 
which was to serve. He continued to remind me through 
out the trip starting when the campers arrived.  
   There were some very discouraging moments, but it 
was all worth it when GOD encouraged me not to give 
up. Initially, the children were very difficult and 
disrespectful. Feeling discouraged, I went into my tent 
and cried out, “God, I’m tired, dirty and frustrated.  I want 
to go home.” 
   At that moment, God sent one of the campers who 
had previously been extremely hard to communicate 
with to the door of the tent saying, “Breanne, come see 
what we made.” That was GOD encouraging me to 
never give up in doing good. GOD allowed me to see 
what I was before I came to the true knowledge of Jesus 
Christ and believed in Him. 
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   Members and friends of Fresh Start Christian 
Church traveled to Camp Piñon, south of Gallup, 
New Mexico, to participate in the church’s first 
mission trip July 14-21, 2012. (Please visit the Photo 
Gallery at freshstartchristian.com.) Some Fresh 
Start members shared their experiences: 
 

SIS. BREANNE GADDY 
 
   First, I would like to thank GOD and Fresh Start for 
blessing us with the opportunity to go on this trip.  It was 
truly a blessing to experience GOD at work and being 
blessed to be used by Him. 
   To start, I had my reservations about the trip. The 
thought of being without lights and structured shelter out 
among freely roaming animals was more than a 
concern.  I knew GOD had to be at work for me to go.    
   All I thought about was the animals we would 
encounter in New Mexico. Now, add no lights to the 
element, and you can’t imagine what was going through 
my mind when we arrived at the campsite.   



 

   Long ago, news was spread by various 
methods: pigeons, Pony Express or telegraph. 
Over the years, the method of spreading the 
news has changed. We now have television, 
telephone and the Internet. The way the news 
is transmitted through these devices has 
changed as well. However, the news media 
rarely spread good news; there is always news 
of violence, war, markets rising and falling, 
corruption and tragedies.  
   I am not discrediting the need for spreading 
the news; I am glad we have all these 
technological advancements and advantages. 
I want to talk about a sure method of sharing 
the good news of Jesus Christ -- heart to 
heart. This method will never fail. Even through 
no Internet, cable, lights or gas. Even through 
earthquakes, hurricanes, fires or floods. When 
any of these events or situations happen, 
Christians show up to share God’s love.  

   The people 
receiving that love 
may not speak 
your language, but 
because you are 
there, know that 
God is there, too. 
We share what is 
in our hearts with 
others because we 
know what we 
have gained by God’s saving grace. We can 
now share in abundance what we freely 
received from God by the Holy Spirit: the truth 
of God’s love. We are able to live because His 
divine power has given us everything we need 
for life and godliness through our knowledge 
of Him who called us by His glory and 
goodness (II Peter 1:3). It is my pleasure to 
share with you that God loves you. 
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Fresh Start Christian Church 

CHRISTENING 

   Zoie Mariah Thurmond, born 
April 16, 2012, was christened at 
Fresh Start Christian Church on 

Sept. 21, 2012. 
   Her parents are Bro. Christopher 
Thurmond and Sis. Deidra 
Thurmond. Her godparents are 
Bro. Marvin Hightower and Sis. 
Dquandra Hulitt.  
   Visit www.freshstartchristian.com 
to see more photos. 
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   We talked about her pastor's sermon the 
past week, what I had preached about the prior 
week, and what I would be preaching about the 
next Sunday. I updated her on my family, and 
we talked about just how good God is to us. 
We remembered the days past when we were 
both in really good shape, but we thanked God 
that we could still get out and walk. As we left, I 
told her I’d see her soon and we hugged. Of 
course, I knew I would see her in the next year 
or so, because sooner or later we always saw 
each other at the track or gym. 
   Cherri asked, "You knew my sister Regina, 
didn't you?" I said, "Knew is past tense.” She 
said, "Yes, Regina passed away this past May. 
She found out over a year or so ago she had 
leukemia, but she didn't want anyone to know. 

   “She wanted to live the life God blessed her 
with to the fullest every day until her time to go 
home came. I really miss her, but I know she 
was at peace."  
   Little did I know that was the last time I 
would see my friend. I thank God for the 

fellowship he allowed that day. Despite her 
status when I saw her, she chose to enjoy the 
time Christ was giving her with her friends by 
remembering the good times and sharing 
God's word. No crying, no anger, no 
resentment - just a peace that surpasses all 
understanding. Remember you never know 
when the last time will be, so slow down and 
let the love of Christ shine through you with 
everyone with whom you interact. For all you 
know, this may be the last time. Now I look 
forward to the next time I see my friend 
Regina -- in the presence of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 
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SIS. SYDNEY HENLEY 
 
   "That Elk" is a phrase coined from the 
mission trip to Camp Piñon in July. It 
was a week full of surprises that none 
of us expected to happen. Imagine the 
forest with the sun shining at its 
brightest and as you begin to look 
around, you see all of the beautiful 
wildlife all around you.  Imagine the forest again, but now it is dark 
and raining and the only wildlife you see is a dog named Sissy. –S.H. 

 

BRO. JOEL HENLEY 

 

   Elijah, Jacob, Daniel, Wesley and I went on an early morning hike.  
We all got to see many different things that we are not used to seeing.  
We took pictures of the beautiful things over the land that God created.  
   Later that evening, we all were able to meet the Navajo people of 
New Mexico. They shared their songs with us as we did with them. I 
socialized with many of the kids by playing basketball, hiking and 

racing. Many of the younger kids were shy at the beginning, but they 
soon grew very fond of the camp and us.  
   Our prayer services were very nice, and they helped everyone to 
calm down and think about the things they needed to change. I can 
see how everything I did affected what they did. –J.H. 

 BREANNE GADDY 
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   As the mission drew near to the end, there were more and more breakthrough moments. For instance, on the last night of 
camp, one of the boys wanted some water, and there was absolutely no drinking water in any of the coolers. We tried 

several times to get water but couldn’t. So the camper walked off and came back some time later. He tried and again he 
shouted out, “Look! I got water. I prayed to that Jesus and that Jesus gave me water.” I was so happy GOD had blessed us 
with HIS presence again. 
   Overall, I was left with great humility and gained confidence in GOD’s word. I was able to hear GOD in a way that I had 
never heard Him before. This is an experience I will cherish for a lifetime. I thank GOD for giving me the opportunity to be 
blessed. You know, it’s amazing how when you are in a place where there are no distractions, you can be opened to hear 
GOD’s word and feel His compassion for people. That’s what I experienced and took with me from this trip. –B.G. 
 

BRO. WILLIAM CULBREATH 

 
   On the mission trip to New Mexico, I had a great experience. I 
learned a lot more about God that I did not know. I liked how I was 
able not only to sit and learn but also to teach as well. I also liked 
how we were able to meet new people and see all of the sites of 
New Mexico. It was good to be out of the city and sleep in the tents 
for a week and get out of my comfort zone. –W.C. 
 

BRO. ELIJAH CULBREATH 

 

   It was great teaching people about God in an unknown 
environment. I also enjoyed sleeping outdoors in nature. –E.C. 

 

NEW MEXICO MISSION TRIP 
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MAKING CHRIST VISIBLE 

That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

(Romans 10:9 NIV) 

Fresh Start Christian Church Making Christ Visible 

ANNUAL HEALTH FAIR 
10 A.M.-1 P.M. SATURDAY, NOV. 3, 2012 

 
FRIENDS & FAMILY NIGHT 
7 P.M. SATURDAY, NOV. 3, 2012 

 

8th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
10 A.M. SUNDAY, NOV. 4, 2012 

UNIFORMS, ORDINATION, YOUTH MINISTER, PRAYER, HAIRCUTS  

FRESH START IN ACTION 
(1) Sis. Clara Spann organized the second annual school uniform swap at Fresh Start Christian Church on Aug. 26, 2012.  

(2) The Rev. Wesley Pope and the Rev. DeLois Bell were ordained on Aug. 5, 2012.  
(3) The Rev. James Young became the new youth minister in August 2012.  

(4, 5, 6) Fresh Start hosted the Mission Mississippi Prayer Breakfast on Sept. 13, 2012. 
(7, 8) Fresh Start sponsored a school supply giveaway on Aug. 25, 2012. LAN LAN’s provided free haircuts. 

BLESS 
SIS. TRINA L. BELL 

 
Bless us Lord in your Word. 

You are the greatest story I ever heard. 
Build our strength all through the night. 

So that we may walk by faith, not by sight. 
Fill us with your blessed love. 
It only comes from up above. 

Keep us in your bosom safe and warm. 
Calm our spirit as well as our storm. 
So that in the night before we nod. 

We know that you are a powerful God. 

INSANITY WORKOUT 
 

60 DAYS – 7 DAYS A WEEK 
 

5:15-6 A.M. 
 

BEGAN:  SEPT. 24 
ENDS:  NOV. 22 
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